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The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at City 

Hall on Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding.  Aldermen 

present were:  Sonny Bryant, Andrew Miller, Gary Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman 

Manning, and Jeff Hobbs.  Alderman Lauderdale was absent.   

 Also present for the meeting were:  City Clerk Katie Subia, City Attorney Kenny 

Stockton, Fire Chief Hubert Jones, Police Chief Mike Riley, Public Works Director Gary 

McElhannon, Edward Pidgeon, Doug Thornton, Henry Bailey, David Walker, Jason Coleman, 

Jacob Threadgill, and Vince Thilla.  

 

INVOCATION 

 

 Alderman Tipton gave the invocation. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Lauderdale to 

approve the agenda as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

Tipton, Alderman Manning, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October 2012. 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

 

October 2, 2012        6:00pm 

 

 

1) Call the meeting to order 

 

2) Invocation  

 

3) Approve Agenda 

 

4) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 95519 – 95761, less 95539, 95541, 95581 – 95609, 

95690 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Lauderdale) 95539 and 95690 

 

6) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Bryant) 95581 – 95609  

 

7) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Miller) 95541 

 

8) Approve Minutes from Regular Meeting on 9/18/12 
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9) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Authorize Julie Harris to attend the Mayor’s Youth Council summit planning 

meeting in Hattiesburg on October 24 and the Mayor’s Youth Council retreat in 

Brandon on October 25 and reimburse for travel. 

B) Authorize Julie Harris to attend the Clerks Certification program in Oxford, MS 

on October 31 – November 2, and authorize pay for registration and travel 

expenses. 

 

10) Request for sponsorship for HHS Golf Boosters 

 

11) Discussion of Master Parks Plan 

 

12) Public Hearing on TIF for Hampton Inn 

 

13) Adopt Resolution to accept the TIF plan 

 

14) Authorize Mayor Johnson to execute the Developer Agreement with Hernando Hotel 

Development Group, Inc. upon final approval from the city attorney as to the form of the 

agreement 

 

15) Adopt Resolution refunding debt 

 

16) Declare Parks 1996 Dodge truck VIN 3B7HC13Z5TG145402 surplus and dispose 

 

17) Discussion on Garbage only customer deposits 

 

18) Authorize to hire Jason Coleman as a full time Police Officer, with a pay of $14.67 an 

hour 

 

19) Authorize to purchase two police cars from Missouri 

 

20) Authorize to hire Stephen Margeson as a firefighter, with a pay of $8.06 an hour 

 

21) Authorize the Mayor to apply for DSR funds for Mussacuna Creek Bank stabilization   

 

22) Authorize the Mayor to sign a contract with Williams, Pitts, and Beard, PLLC to perform 

our 2012 audit 

 

23) Authorize the Mayor to sign an engagement contract with Williams, Pitts, and Beard, 

PLLC to assist with duties outside the scope of the Audit  

 

24) Adjourn 
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APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S  95519 – 95761, LESS 95539, 95541, 95581 – 

95609, AND 95690 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 95519 – 95761, less 

95539, 95541, 95581 – 95609, and 95690 in the amount of $1,265,774.08 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Tipton, and seconded by Alderman Manning to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

Tipton, Alderman Manning, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012.  

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO. 95539 AND 95609 (LAUDERDALE) 

 

Alderman Lauderdale was absent. 

 The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 95539 and 95609 in 

the amount of $214,927.22 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs, and seconded by Alderman Manning to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman 

Manning, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Bryant. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO. 95581 - 95609 (BRYANT) 

 

Alderman Bryant recused himself and left the room. 

 The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 95581 - 95609 in the 

amount of $14,459.03 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Tipton to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, 

Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 
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APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.  95541 (MILLER)  

 

Alderman Miller recused himself and left the room. 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 95541 in the amount 

of $39,937.37 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Manning, and seconded by Alderman Tipton to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman 

Bryant, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012.  

 

 

 

APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 

18, 2012 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

approve the Minutes from the regular Board Meeting on September 18, 2012.   A vote was taken 

with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Manning, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, 

Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon.  

 Those voting “Nay”:   

 Alderman Tipton abstained from voting. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Authorize Julie Harris to attend the Mayor’s Youth Council summit planning 

meeting in Hattiesburg on October 24 and the Mayor’s Youth Council retreat in 

Brandon on October 25 and reimburse for travel. 

B) Authorize Julie Harris to attend the Clerks Certification program in Oxford, MS 

on October 31 – November 2, and authorize pay for registration and travel 

expenses. 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Manning to 

approve the Consent Agenda.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderman Tipton, and Alderman Manning. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP FOR HHS GOLF BOOSTERS 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Tipton to 

approve the request from HHS Golf Boosters, with the City sponsoring a hole in the tournament 

for $100.00, to promote the City of Hernando.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

Tipton, Alderman Manning, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF MASTER PARKS PLAN 

 

Doug Thornton presented the Master Plan for the Park.  He handed out diagrams, reviewed them 

and the cost estimate.   

 

The Mayor and Board thanked Doug for doing a great job with the plan and including a variety 

of sports. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON TIF FOR HAMPTON INN 

 

Mayor Johnson opened up the public hearing.   

 

Laurence Leyens spoke about the TIF project.  Mr. Leyens stated that this will be a 4 story hotel, 

adding 25-35 jobs and will take approximately 11 months to complete. 

 

Mayor Johnson closed the public hearing. 
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ADDOPT RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE TIF PLAN 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Manning, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

adopt the Resolution approving the adoption and implementation of the “Tax Increment 

Financing Plan, “The Hampton Inn Hotel Project, Hernando, Mississippi, 2012”.  A vote was 

taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

AUTHORIZE MAYOR JOHNSON TO EXECUTE THE DEVELOPER AGREEMENT 

WITH HERNANDO HOTEL DEVELOPMENT GROUP, INC. UPON FINAL 

APPROVAL FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY AS TO THE FORM OF THE 

AGREEMENT 

 

Laurence Leyens spoke giving information about the Developer agreement. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Manning, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

authorize Mayor Johnson to execute the Developer Agreement with Hernando Hotel 

Development Group, Inc. upon final approval from the City Attorney as to the form of the 

agreement.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman 

Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION REFUNDING DEBT 

 

Demery Grubbs and Sam Keys presented the information on the resolution.  This will 

save over $200K total on these bonds and loans.  The maturity dates stay the same and range 

from year 2021 – 2026. 
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DECLARE PARKS 1996 DODGE TRUCK VIN 3B7HC13Z5TG145402 SURPUS AND 

DISPOSE 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Tipton, and seconded by Alderman Manning to 

declare the Parks 1996 Dodge Truck VIN 3B7HC13Z5TG145402 surplus and dispose.  A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderman Tipton, and Alderman Manning. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION ON GARBAGE ONLY CUSTOMER DEPOSITS 

 

The Board discussed the different deposits required and the current Ordinance that sets the 

deposit rates.  A deposit of $50 for garbage only customers, renting or owning residential 

customers, was recommended.   

 

Mayor directed the City Attorney to draw up an amended ordinance and bring back to the next 

Board meeting. 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO HIRE JASON COLEMAN AS A FULL TIME POLICE OFFICER, 

WITH A PAY OF $14.67 AN HOUR 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Tipton to 

authorize to hire Jason Coleman as a full time Police Officer, with a pay of $14.67 an hour based 

on the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, following the recommendation of the 

Police Chief.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

Tipton, Alderman Manning, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER 2, 2012 

 

 MINUTE BOOK 23, PAGE # 2012-10-2   30 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO PURCHASE TWO POLICE CARS FROM MISSOURI 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Bryant, and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize to purchase two police cars from Missouri.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman 

Manning, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Bryant. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO HIRE STEPHEN MARGESON AS A FIREFIGHTER, WITH A PAY 

OF $8.06 AN HOUR 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize to hire Stephen Margeson as a Firefighter, with a pay of $8.06 an hour, based on the 

Personnel Committee’s recommendation, following the Fire Chief’s recommendation.  A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO APPLY FOR DSR FUNDS FOR MUSSACUNA CREEK 

BANK STABILIZATION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Tipton to 

authorize the Mayor to apply for DSR funds for Mussacuna Creek Bank Stabilization.  A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Tipton, Alderman Manning, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman 

Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 
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AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH WILLIMAS, PITTS, AND 

BEARD, PLLC TO PERFORM OUR 2012 AUDIT 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Bryant, and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize the Mayor to sign a contract with Williams, Pitts, and Beard, PLLC to perform our 

2012 audit.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Manning, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderman Tipton. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN ENGAGEMENT CONTRACT WITH 

WILLIAMS, PITTS, AND BEARD, PLLC TO ASSIST WITH DUTIES OUTSIDE THE 

SCOPE OF THE AUDIT 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

authorize to the Mayor to sign an engagement contract with Williams, Pitts, and Beard, PLLC to 

assist with duties outside the scope of the audit.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderman Tipton, and Alderman Manning. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of October, 2012 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Bryant, seconded by Alderman Hobbs to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye”. 

 

 

                                          

 ____________________________________ 

          MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON  

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

KATIE SUBIA, CITY CLERK 


