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The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at City 

Hall on Tuesday, September 2, 2014, at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding.  

Aldermen present were:  Sam Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, Andrew Miller, Gary Higdon, 

Michael McLendon, Cathy Brooks, and Jeff Hobbs.  Also present for the meeting were:  City 

Clerk Katie Harbin, City Attorney Kenny Stockton, City Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, Police 

Chief Mike Riley, Fire Chief Hubert Jones, Planning Director Jared Darby, Public Works 

Director Gary McElhannon, Griff Gatlin, Josh Jeffries, Parks Director Dewayne Williams, Court 

Clerk Cassaundra Perry, Edward Pidgeon, Debra Williams, Thomas Plumkett, Carl Dhority, 

Scott Sartor, Henry Bailey, and Robert Long,. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

 Alderman Miller gave the invocation.  

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

 

September 2, 2014        6:00pm 

 

 

1) Call the meeting to order 

 

2) Invocation  

 

3) Approve Agenda 

 

4) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 104960 – 105132 less 104972, 104973, 104998 and 

105058 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Lauderdale)  104972 and 105058 

 

6) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Bryant) 104998 

 

7) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s (Miller) 104973 

 

8) Approve Minutes 

 

9) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Authorize Gia Matheny to attend the Farmers Market Coalition – Pilot Program in 

New Orleans, LA on November 9-11, 2014, also authorize to pay registration and 

travel expenses (all travel costs will be reimbursed by the AFRI team) 

 

10) Request change/update street closure information from Front Porch Jubilee 

 

11) Request from Hernando High School to close streets on Thursday September 18
th

 for the 

Homecoming parade 

 

12) Approve the 2014 Disclosure Submission report 

 

13) Approve Board Order Designating Millage not exempt from Industrial Tax Exemptions 

 

14) Public Hearing on the proposed budget and proposed tax levy for the upcoming fiscal 

year for the City of Hernando 
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15) Executive session for negotiations for water  

 

16) Recess until September 9, 2014   

 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Bryant to 

approve the agenda.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S  104960 – 105132 LESS 104973, 104974, 104998, 

AND 105058 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 104960 – 105132 

less 104973, 104974, 104998, and 105058 in the amount of $759,508.59 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale and seconded by Alderman McLendon 

to approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Lauderdale. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO. 104973 AND 105058 (LAUDERDALE) 

 

Alderman Lauderdale recused himself and left the room. 

   

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 1044973 and 105058 

in the amount of $200,345.03 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Bryant. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO. 104998 (BRYANT) 

 

Alderman Bryant recused himself and left the room. 

   

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 104998 in the 

amount of $100.00 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale, and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks 

to approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 
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APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO. 104973 (MILLER) 

 

Alderman Miller recused himself and left the room. 

   

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 104973 in the 

amount of $33,375.55 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 

 

 

APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING ON AUGUST 19, 

2014 

 

  Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the Minutes from the regular Board Meeting on August 19, 2014 as presented.   A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderman McLendon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Authorize Gia Matheny to attend the Farmers Market Coalition – Pilot Program in 

New Orleans, LA on November 9-11, 2014, also authorize to pay registration and 

travel expenses (all travel costs will be reimbursed by the AFRI team) 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the consent agenda as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, and Alderwoman Brooks.  

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 

 

 

 

REQUEST TO UPDATE/CHANGE STREET CLOSURE INFORMATION FOR THE 

FRONT PORCH JUBILEE  

 

Steve Pittman presented the information. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the request for the Front Porch Jubilee event for the parade to start on Memphis St 

behind the Desoto Times Building and go south to the square, around the square to Panola St, 

south on Panola to South St and west on South St. to the Gin.  A vote was taken with the 

following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs.  

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 
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REQUEST FROM HERNANDO HIGH SCHOOL TO CLOSE THE STREETS ON 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2014 FOR THE HOMECOMING PARADE 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

approve the request from the Hernando High School to close the streets on September 18, 2014 

for the Homecoming Parade.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Lauderdale.  

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 

 

 

APPROVE THE 2014 DISCLOSURE SUBMISSION REPORT 

 ‘
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale, and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the 2014 Disclosure Submission Report.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, and Alderman Bryant.  

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014 
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APPROVE BOARD ORDER DESIGNATING MILLAGE NOT EXEMPT FROM 

INDUSTRIAL TAX EXEMPTIONS  

 

ORDER DESIGNATING MILLAGE NOT EXEMPT FROM INDUSTRIAL TAX 

EXEMPTIONS 

 

 

BE IT ORDERED: 

 

 This date the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando does hereby 

designate Parks, Library, Bonded Indebtedness, and Fire Protection millage not exempt from 

Industrial tax exemptions. 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, seconded by Alderman Hobbs to designate 

Parks, Library, Bonded Indebtedness, and Fire Protection millage not exempt from Industrial tax 

exemptions.  A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

 

 Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Miller 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 

  

 

 ORDERED AND DONE, this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 

 

 

       _________________________ 

       Chip Johnson, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 

 

 

         (SEAL) 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Johnson announced that we were now having the Public Hearing on our budget fye 

2015. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX LEVY FOR 

THE UPCOMING FISCAL YEAR FOR THE CITY OF HERNANDO 

 

The Board had a discussion on the proposed budget fye 2015.  Mayor Johnson stated that 

this was the hardest budget he’s had to work on.  There are no raises budgeted in this budget, but 

that is not a reflection on the employees of the City of Hernando. Alderman Miller suggested that 

we look at the budget in 6 months, if a drastic increase in revenues or decrease in expenses, we 

can see if it would be possible to give raises at that time.  Alderman McLendon asked if we were 

going to continue to look for more revenues, Mayor Johnson stated that we would look to bring 

more in and spend less. 

 

Alderman McLendon asked about the overtime for 5K races, Alderman Lauderdale asked 

about Planning and the commercial building permits, he also spoke about the administrative 

travel expense.  Lowering the amount to $17,000, what it was the previous year.  Alderwoman 

Brooks spoke about the dues and subscriptions expense.   

 

Alderman Higdon spoke about increasing fees for the Parks department.  The fees for 

playing sports, Gale Center rental, cemetery lots, and the requiring of cemetery vaults, etc.  
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Alderman Lauderdale wanted the transfer from General fund to the Parks fund, the $91,000.00 to 

come down if we increased the fees. 

 

Gene Norwood asked why the baseball revenue is down and expenses are up.  He stated 

that it appeared that we were transferring money from fund to fund to get money to the park 

department.  Mayor Johnson answered stating that the money from the utility account to the debt 

service fund is to pay back loans used in the utility fund.  Mr. Norwood stated that it was his 

opinion that the City got into a baseball program that is too big for our population.  Alderman 

Higdon asked if the participation has gone up since the City has taken over.  Dewayne Williams 

answered that all of the programs have gone up.  Edward Pigeon stated that it was his opinion 

that the “Pennies for Parks” failed because there was not a defined answer for where the money 

would go. 

 

Scott Sartor asked the Board what were some revenue ideas that they were thinking of.  

Alderman Lauderdale stated that we need to be business friendly.  Alderman Higdon stated that 

we needed to ‘shop Hernando’.  Alderwoman Brooks stated that we have the open house that the 

chamber puts on.   

 

Gene Norwood spoke about the Planning, said we need changes.  Mayor Johnson stated 

that we have good designs, better than other cities in the county.  Mr. Norwood then stated that 

we need to do more for businesses coming into town.   

 

Alderman McLendon stated that we need to keep the quality of life up.  We needed to 

solve drainage issues to do that.  Kenny Stockton stated that Joe Frank Lauderdale and himself 

were looking into some of those. 

 

Alderman McLendon mentioned that if we lose an employee, can we look at not 

replacing them for a while?  Alderman McLendon also wants to look at the handbook.  

Alderman McLendon then asked if the Rotary has scholarships for baseball and softball.  Mayor 

Johnson answered yes. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION SETTING AD VALOREM TAX LEVY FOR THE CITY OF 

HERNANDO, MISSISSIPPI FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014 – 2015 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Hernando now desires to set the ad valorem tax levy for the City 

for the fiscal year 2014 – 2015, pursuant to the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, and the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen having carefully considered and determined the needs of the 

municipality and that the tax rate required to meet the expenses of said municipality for the fiscal 

year 2014 – 2015. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the 

City of Hernando, Mississippi that the ad valorem tax rate and levies for the fiscal year 2014 – 

2015 shall be as follows: 

 

GENERAL FUND – on each dollar ($1.00) valuation as authorized by Section 27-39-

307 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, for General Revenue purposes and General 

Improvements, Twenty-Six and 11/100 (26.11) Mills. 

 

MUNICIPAL BOND AND INTEREST FUND – on each dollar ($1.00) valuation as 

authorized by Section 21-33-45 of the Mississippi Code, Annotated, Two and 76/100 (2.76) 

Mills. 

 

LIBRARY FUND – on each dollar ($1.00) valuation as authorized by Section 39-3-7 of 

the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, 88/100 (.88) Mills. 

 

CULTURE & RECREATION FUND – on each dollar ($1.00) valuation as authorized 

for park improvements and maintenance, Two and 0/100 (2.00) mills. 

 

The total mills for 2014 – 2015 is thirty-one and Three Fourths (31.75) Mills. 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale, seconded by Alderman McLendon 

to approve the Resolution Setting the ad valorem tax levy for the City of Hernando for the 

fiscal year 2014 – 2015.   A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon.  

 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 

 SO ORDERED on this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 

     

     __________________________  

      Chip Johnson, Mayor 

Attest: 

______________________________ 

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GO INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Lauderdale, seconded by Alderman Bryant to 

authorize to go into executive session for negotiations for water.   A vote was taken with the 

following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderman McLendon.  

Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR NEGOTIATIONS FOR WATER 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman McLendon, seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to go 

into executive session for negotiations for water.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, and Alderwoman Brooks.   

Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR NEGOTIATIONS FOR WATER 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Brooks, seconded by Alderman Higdon to come 

out of executive session for negotiations for water.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Lauderdale, Alderman Bryant, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, and Alderwoman Brooks.   

Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2
nd

 day of September, 2014. 
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RECESS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Lauderdale, seconded by Alderman Bryant to recess to September 9, 2014. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye”. 

                                          

 ____________________________________ 

          MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON  

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________ 

KATIE HARBIN, CITY CLERK 


