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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Tom Ferguson presiding.  

Aldermen present were:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon (via phone) Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs.  Also present for the 

meeting were:  City Clerk Katie Harbin, City Attorney Kenneth Stockton, City Engineer Joe 

Frank Lauderdale, Community and Economic Development Director Gia Matheny,  

Assistant Police Chief Shane Ellis, Human Resource Manager Julie Harris, Public Works 

Director Mikey Dyer, Assistant Public Works Director Lee Germany, Animal Control Director 

Susan Huff, Sibonie Swatzyna, Doug Thornton, Donna Vecellio, Susan Fernandez, Hudson 

Fernandez, Carolyn Richards, and Chas Emerson. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderwoman Brooks gave the invocation. 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 
Agenda 

City of Hernando 
Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 
August 4, 2020         6:00pm 
  
 

1) Call the meeting to order 
 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  
 

3) Invocation  
 

4) Approve Agenda 
 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 37760 – 38030 less 37815 – 37836 
 

6) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 37815 - 37836 (Bryant) 
 

7) Approve Minutes  
 

8) Consent Agenda 
 

A) Authorize Cassaundra Perry to attend Municipal Court Clerks Fall Conference 
September 16 – 18, 2020, in Desoto County (no registration or travel expenses) 

B) Authorize Gia Matheny to attend the MS Main Street Destination Downtown 
Annual Conference in Starkville, MS on September 15 – 17, 2021, also authorize 
to pay registration and travel expenses (previously approved, conference was 
rescheduled)  

C) Authorize William Anthony, Christopher Hale, and Jeffrey Means to attend the 
Haz-Mat Awareness and Operations course in Pearl, MS on August 18-19, 2020, 
also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 
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D) Authorize William Anthony, Christopher Hale, and Jeffrey Means to attend the 
Firefighter 1001 I-II in Pearl, MS at a date to be determined, also authorize to pay 
registration and travel expenses. 

E) Authorize to accept a donation from Eldridge Services in the amount of $300.00 
for a Scavenger Hunt Sponsorship 

F) Authorize to accept a donation from Lynn Fuller in the amount of $100.00 for 
veterinary expenses 

G) Authorize to accept a donation from Martha Neyman in the amount of $100.00 
for veterinary expenses 

H) Authorize to accept a donation from Davud Willingham in the amount of $50.00 
for veterinary expenses 

I) Authorize to declare surplus a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria VIN 
2FAHP71V09X131252    

J) Authorize to sell a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria VIN # 2FAHP71V09X131252 to 
Hickory MS Police for $1500.00.  Vehicle will include installed emergency 
equipment 

K) Authorize VIN 2C3CDXKT8LH147401 Dodge Charger as unmarked, pursuant to 
MS Code 25-1-87 (this vehicle replaces previously unmarked vehicle with VIN 
2C3CDXAT4HH525920 that is now marked according to MS Code 25-1-87) 

L) Authorize to move Dispatcher Erin Pugh from full time to part time 
M) Authorize to move Dispatcher Amy Simmons from part time to full time 

 

9) Authorize to hire Latravione Latrell Mitchell as full time Certified Police Officer, to fill 
open position 
 

10) Authorize to hire Tony James Logan as a full time Certified Police Officer, to fill an open 
position 
 

11) Authorize to hire William Cole in the Parks Department as a full time employee (currently a 
seasonal employee) 
 

12) Adopt Audit FYE 2018 
 

13) Authorize to advertise for bids on the Animal Shelter Building 
 

14) Authorize to advertise to hold a Public Hearing on August 18, 2020 for the proposed 
budget and tax levies fye 2021 
 

15) Approve Utility Bill Adjustment Docket  
 

16) Executive Session for Negotiations  
 

17) Adjourn 
 
 

 
Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

approve the agenda as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 37760 – 38030 LESS 37815 - 37836       

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 37760 - 38030 less 

37815 – 37836 in the amount of $879,426.93 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to approve 

the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 
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 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 37815 – 37836 (BRYANT)       

 

Alderman Bryant was not present for the vote. 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 37815 – 37836 in the 

amount of $5,251.40 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

 

APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MAYOR AND BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN MEETING ON JULY 7, 2020 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on July 21, 2020, 

after clarifying the motion to read “Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by 

Alderwoman Brooks  because there are no special conditions and circumstances that are peculiar 

to the land, structures, or buildings involved, because special conditions and circumstances will 

result from the actions of the applicant, and because the proposed modification does not uphold 

the intent and spirit of the Ordinance to provide an equal or better standard of protection and 

aesthetic value, we authorize to uphold the Planning Commissions denial and deny the variance 

to waive the required sidewalk installation for the AWG project located at 425 Highway 51 

North subject to staff comments.  As an additional condition of the motion, AWG may defer the 

construction of the sidewalks on the project site as required by the City until such time as the 

construction of the main AWG building is completed, provided that AWG posts a Letter of 

Credit to the City of Hernando for the costs of the sidewalks on the site.  The Engineer for AWG 

and the City Engineer shall both confer and agree on the cost to determine the amount of the 

Letter of Credit.  The Letter of Credit shall remain in place until such time as the sidewalks are 

completed and the sidewalk construction shall begin upon completion of the main AWG 

building.  The Certificate of Development shall not require sidewalk completion before a 

certificate of occupancy may be granted by the City”.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Authorize Cassaundra Perry to attend Municipal Court Clerks Fall Conference 
September 16 – 18, 2020, in Desoto County (no registration or travel expenses) 

B) Authorize Gia Matheny to attend the MS Main Street Destination Downtown 
Annual Conference in Starkville, MS on September 15 – 17, 2021, also authorize 
to pay registration and travel expenses (previously approved, conference was 
rescheduled)  

C) Authorize William Anthony, Christopher Hale, and Jeffrey Means to attend the 
Haz-Mat Awareness and Operations course in Pearl, MS on August 18-19, 2020, 
also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 
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D) Authorize William Anthony, Christopher Hale, and Jeffrey Means to attend the 
Firefighter 1001 I-II in Pearl, MS at a date to be determined, also authorize to pay 
registration and travel expenses. 

E) Authorize to accept a donation from Eldridge Services in the amount of $300.00 
for a Scavenger Hunt Sponsorship 

F) Authorize to accept a donation from Lynn Fuller in the amount of $100.00 for 
veterinary expenses 

G) Authorize to accept a donation from Martha Neyman in the amount of $100.00 
for veterinary expenses 

H) Authorize to accept a donation from Davud Willingham in the amount of $50.00 
for veterinary expenses 

I) Authorize to declare surplus a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria VIN 
2FAHP71V09X131252    

J) Authorize to sell a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria VIN # 2FAHP71V09X131252 to 
Hickory MS Police for $1500.00.  Vehicle will include installed emergency 
equipment 

K) Authorize VIN 2C3CDXKT8LH147401 Dodge Charger as unmarked, pursuant to 
MS Code 25-1-87 (this vehicle replaces previously unmarked vehicle with VIN 
2C3CDXAT4HH525920 that is now marked according to MS Code 25-1-87) 

L) Authorize to move Dispatcher Erin Pugh from full time to part time 
M) Authorize to move Dispatcher Amy Simmons from part time to full time 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

approve the consent agenda as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO HIRE LATRAVIONE LATRELL MITCHELL AS A FULL TIME 

CERTIFIED POLICE OFFICER (to fill an open position)  

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

authorize to hire Latravione Latrell Mitchell as a full time Certified Police Officer, following the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee, based on the recommendation of the Police Chief.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon and Alderman McLendon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO HIRE TONY JAMES LOGAN AS A FULL TIME CERTIFIED 

POLICE OFFICER (to fill an open position)  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize to hire Tony James Logan as a full time Certified Police Officer, following the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee, based on the recommendation of the Police Chief.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderman McLendon and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 
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AUTHORIZE TO HIRE WILLIAM COLE IN THE PARKS DEPARTMENT AS A FULL 

TIME EMPLOYEE (currently a seasonal employee)  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

authorize to hire William Cole as a full time employee in the Parks Department, following the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee, based on the recommendation of the Parks and 

Recreation Director.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

ADOPT AUDIT FYE 2018 

 

David Engel, Fortenberry and Ballard, PC, presented the Audit Report for year ending 

2018.  Mr. Engel stated that the regular Audit and the Single Audit both were good with no 

findings. 

 

Alderman Miller gave an attaboy to the staff for doing a good job. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to adopt 

the Audit FYE 2018.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS ON THE ANIMAL SHELTER BUILDING 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Brooks and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize to advertise for bids on the Animal Shelter Building.  A vote was taken with the 

following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON AUGUST 18, 2020 

FOR THE PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX LEVIES FYE 2021 

 

Alderman Miller stated he is sure Department Heads know not to come back with an 

increase.  The City will have to act lean.  We are the only City that hasn’t done layoff’s or cut 

pay during this time. 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Brooks and seconded by Alderman McLendon to 

authorize to advertise to hold a public hearing on August 18, 2020 for the proposed budget and 

tax levies fye 2021, with no tax increase.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 
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APPROVE THE UTILITY BILL ADJUSTMENT DOCKET 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Harris to 

approve the Utility Bill Adjustment Docket, finding that the customers had a leak and did not 

receive the benefit of receiving the water services, also request that the water leak repair 

verification form and attached documents are put in the minutes.  A vote was taken with the 

following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS GOING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 

NEGOTIATIONS  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Brooks and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize to go into closed session to discuss going into executive session for negotiations.  A 

vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR NEGOTIATIONS 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs and seconded by Alderman Harris to 

authorize to go into executive session or negotiations.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderman McLendon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR NEGOTIATIONS 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize to come out of executive session for negotiations.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderman McLendon, and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE NORTH DELTA PLANNING AND 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF 

HERNANDO, MISSISSIPPI 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Harris to adopt 

the Resolution Authorizing the North Delta Planning and Development District to Prepare and 

Submit an Economic Development Administration Application for the City of Hernando, 

Mississippi, also authorize Mayor Ferguson to sign, and waive the reading.  A vote was taken 

with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 
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AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE FOR A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO PROVIDE 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize to advertise for a request for Proposals to Provide Professional Services.  A vote was 

taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 4th day of August, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman Harris, 

seconded by Alderman Hobbs to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye”. 

                                          

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR TOM FERGUSON  

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________ 

KATIE HARBIN, CITY CLERK 


