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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding.  

Alderpersons present were:  Alderman W.I. “Doc” Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, 

Alderman Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman 

Beth Ross and Alderman Ben Piper.  Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, 

City Attorney Steve Pittman, Public Works Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works 

Director Curtis Bain, City Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, Police Chief Scott Worsham, Fire 

Chief Marshel Berry, Deputy Fire Chief Sam Witt, Nester Duran, Mike Foster, Eenise Farris, 

Bob & Loisy Reiner, Katherine Spears, Anthony Seel, Robert Spears, Carl Malone, Blake Lyles, 

Mitch Lemmon, Lindsey Matzek, Pastor Maxwell, Darrell Dixon, and Tone Tay. 

 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

November 2, 2021        6:00pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 45070-45319 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on October 19, 

2021 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A. Authorization for the City of Hernando to declare Friday, November 26, 2021 in 

further observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, and on Thursday, December 23, 

2021 in further observance of the Christmas Holiday, in accordance with the 

Governor’s Proclamation dated October 22, 2021.  

B. Donations to the Animal Shelter for Veterinary Expenses. 

 Petfinder Foundation check# VV59210 for $135.00  

North American Electric check#15174 for $1,000.00  

Judith Zimmerman Kendall check#5671 for $250.00  

Stars In Motion check #6055 for $150.00 

C. Authorize Chief Marshel Berry and Deputy Chief Sam Witt to attend and pay for 

registration and travel expenses for the 2021 Mid-Winters Fire Chief Conference 

in Greenville, MS on December 7-9, 2021.  

D. Authorize Brandon Montgomery and Peyton Coker to attend and pay for 

registration and travel expenses for the Firefighter 1001 I-II Certification Course 

at the MS Fire Academy in Pearl, MS (Dates to be determined). 
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E. Approval for Panola Street closure beginning Friday, Nov 12, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. 

through Monday, Nov 15, 2021 by noon for the Ice-Skating Rink for Dickens of a 

Christmas, and stage. 

F. Approval for Panola Street to be closed for the 2022 Hernando Water Tower 10K 

race on Saturday, October 8, 2022 from 7am – 2pm.   

G. Approval of agreement with CGI Communications for the 2021 Community 

Video Program at no cost to the City, and Mayor to sign. 

H. Resolution Finally Granting TEGRA Medical (MS), LLC 3-year exemption from 

Ad Valorem Taxes. 

I. Approve HYFA cheer practice Nov 4, 5, 8 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Gale 

Center at no charge, and there is no longer a cleaning fee. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

 

9) Lindsey Matsek, Waste Connections representative to introduce herself to the Board and 

Mayor. 

 

10) Approval for Winter Basketball Uniform lowest/best quotes for Parks Department. 

 

11) Approval of AWG Infrastructure Improvements Change Order to allow for the pipe 

substitution in lieu of DR18 due to time sensitive nature of the project and difficulty in 

procuring construction materials nationwide. The total adjustment to the contract is a 

reduction of $2,983.90 resulting in a total contract of $1,324,425.85. 

 

12)  Approval of Artificial Ice Events contract for the Dickens of a Christmas, and for Mayor 

Johnson to sign. The cost of the rink is covered 100% by sponsors. 

 

13) Request from Robert Bailey to sign a “will serve” letter for water and sewer service 

outside of the city limits-General discussion of water and sewer priorities 

 

14) Discussion of flooding in Arbor Pointe and Jefferson Place-potential to call bonds to make 

the necessary repairs.  

 

15) Continue discussion for street repair and overlays  

 

16) Discussion of street safety devices. 

 

17) Change the speed limit on Ferguson Road from 35mph to 20 mph 

 

18) Adjourn 

 

 

 

Alderman Wicker added Executive Session for Potential Litigation to the Agenda. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the Agenda with the addition of Executive Session for potential litigation. A vote was taken with 

the following results: 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 45070-45319 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 45070-45319, in the 

amount of $392,469.39 for approval.   

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.   

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper and Alderman Harris. 
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 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

OF ALDERMEN OCTOBER 19, 2021  

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on October 19th 

2021.   

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Authorization for the City of Hernando to declare Friday, November 26, 2021 in 

further observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, and on Thursday, December 23, 

2021 in further observance of the Christmas Holiday, in accordance with the 

Governor’s Proclamation dated October 22, 2021.  

B. Donations to the Animal Shelter for Veterinary Expenses. 

 Petfinder Foundation check# VV59210 for $135.00  

North American Electric check#15174 for $1,000.00  

Judith Zimmerman Kendall check#5671 for $250.00  

Stars In Motion check #6055 for $150.00 

C. Authorize Chief Marshel Berry and Deputy Chief Sam Witt to attend and pay for 

registration and travel expenses for the 2021 Mid-Winters Fire Chief Conference 

in Greenville, MS on December 7-9, 2021.  

D. Authorize Brandon Montgomery and Peyton Coker to attend and pay for 

registration and travel expenses for the Firefighter 1001 I-II Certification Course at 

the MS Fire Academy in Pearl, MS (Dates to be determined). 

E. Approval for Panola Street closure beginning Friday, Nov 12, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. 

through Monday, Nov 15, 2021 by noon for the Ice-Skating Rink for Dickens of a 

Christmas, and stage. 

F. Approval for Panola Street to be closed for the 2022 Hernando Water Tower 10K 

race on Saturday, October 8, 2022 from 7am – 2pm.   

G. Approval of agreement with CGI Communications for the 2021 Community 

Video Program at no cost to the City, and Mayor to sign. 

H. Resolution Finally Granting TEGRA Medical (MS), LLC 3-year exemption from 

Ad Valorem Taxes. 

I. Approve HYFA cheer practice Nov 4, 5, 8 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Gale 

Center at no charge, and there is no longer a cleaning fee. 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Miller seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the consent agenda as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 
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RESOLUTION FINALLY GRANTING 

TEGRA MEDICAL, INC. 

EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION 

 

  

 WHEREAS, heretofore TEGRA Medical, Inc., filed its application for exemption from 

ad valorem taxation as provided by Section 27-31-101, et seq. Mississippi Code of 1972, 

Annotated; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by resolution adopted at the August 17, 2021 meeting of this Board, the 

application was approved for a period of three (3) years for personal property beginning on 

January 1, 2022, for exemption from ad valorem taxation for Application, except Library Fund, 

Park Fund, G O Bond Fund, State, School District and Road and Bridge ad valorem taxation. 

That the Application and a certified copy of the resolution was forwarded to the Mississippi 

Department of Revenue all property described in said application: and 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 28, 2021, the Mississippi Department of Revenue approved the 

application for exemption for a period of three (3) years for personal property in the amount of 

$1,904,458.56 beginning the date of completion date as stated on the application beginning 

January 1, 2022. 
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 WHEREAS, a certified copy of the aforesaid Department of Revenue’s approval has 

been received by the City of Hernando Board of Aldermen, DeSoto County, Mississippi and is 

attached to this resolution and made a part of this resolution by reference thereto: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. That TEGRA Medical, Inc. is hereby Finally Granted an exemption from Ad 

Valorem taxation for a period of three (3) years for personal property in the amount of 

$1,487,704.42. Total amount of property exempted is $1,904,458.56 as described in said 

Application except Library Fund, Park Fund, G O Bond Fund, State, School District and Road 

and Bridge ad valorem taxation, for a period beginning in January 1, 2022, which are used in, or 

necessary to, the operation of applicant’s factory in the City of Hernando, DeSoto County, 

Mississippi. 

 

Section 2. That a copy of the approval of the Mississippi Department of Revenue shall be 

recorded in the Minutes of this Board Following the resolution. 

 

Section 3. That the Clerk shall transmit a copy of the application together with a certified 

copy of the resolution adopted at the August 17, 2021 meeting of this Board and a certified copy 

of this resolution Finally Granting the exemption to the Mississippi Department of Revenue. 

 

Section 4. That a certified copy of this Order and a copy of the application shall be 

recorded in its Minutes. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller seconded by Alderman Wicker to adopt the 

foregoing Resolution.  

The following vote was taken on this action. 

Those Voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those Voting “Nay”” 

 

ORDERED AND DONE, this the 2nd, day of November, 2021 

 

 

 

      __________________________ 

      CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR 

ATTEST:     CITY OF HERNANDO  

 

 

_____________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 
Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Wicker seconded by Alderman Miller to approve 

the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 
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PERSONNEL DOCKET

November 2, 2021

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Zachary Michael Wallace Police Uncertified Police Officer TBD $20.00 per hr

Transfer

Previous 

Department

New 

Department Classification Start Date Rate of Pay

Beth Garcia Water Planning Planning Clerk   11/3/2021 $15.00 per hr  
 

 

 

LINDSEY MATSEK, WASTE CONNECTION REPRESENTATIVE TO INTRODUCE 

HERSELF TO THE BOARD OF ALDERMAN 

 

Lindsey Matsek stated that she had been with Waste Connection 1 year. She urged the Board to 

contact her if there are any issues and they value the relationship with the city. 

 

 

APPROVAL FOR WINTER BASKETBALL UNIFORMS LOWEST/BEST QUOTES 

FOR THE PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 
Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Harris seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the lowest/best quote of Youth Jersey/Short $14.75 and Adult Jersey/Short $14.75. Extended 

sizes add $2.00 to every “X” after “XL” per item for Basketball Uniforms to Score Sports.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 
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APPROVAL OF AWG INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS CHANGE ORDER TO 

ALLOW FOR THE PIPE SUBSTITUTION IN LIEU OF DR18 DUE TO TIME 

SENSITIVE NATURE OF THE PROJECT AND DIFFICULTY IN PROCURING 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS NATIONWIDE. THE TOTAL ADJUSTMENT TO 

THE CONTRACT IS A REDUCTION OF $2,983.90 RESULTING IN A TOTAL 

CONTRACT OF $1,324,425.85 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Miller seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the substitution as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 
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APPROVAL OF ARTIFICIAL ICE EVENTS CONTRACT FOR THE DICKENS OF A 

CHRISTMAS, AND FOR MAYOR JOHNSON TO SIGN. THE COST OF THE RINK IS 

COVERED 100% BY SPONSORS. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Wicker seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the contract to Artificial Ice Events, and Mayor Johnson to sign for the Dickens of a Christmas.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

 

APPROVE REQUEST FROM ROBERT BAILEY TO SIGN A “WILL SERVE” LETTER 

FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICE OUTSIDE OF THE CITY LIMITS-GENERAL 

DISCUSSION OF WATER AND SEWER PRIORITIES 

 

Mayor Johnson stated he received a “will serve” letter from Robert Bailey seeking water 

and sewer service outside of the city limits. Joe Frank Lauderdale stated the property is south of 

Brights Road/Getwell across from Fountain Gate. The Laughter Road plant serves this area, and 

we are at 20% capacity at this time. Alderman Piper asked if there is a water/sewer plan that we 

can review. Alderman Miller stated there have been talks about plans and upgrades. One of the 

issues discussed have been how to get partnerships together to pay for it.  

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Wicker seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve Mayor Johnson to construct and send a “will serve” letter to include city criteria.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF FLOODING IN ARBOR POINTE AND JEFFERSON PLACE-

POTENTIAL TO CALL BONDS TO MAKE THE NECESSARY REPAIRS 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 2, 2021 

 

 

 

 MINUTE BOOK 29, PAGE # 2021-11-2  12 

 

Residents Eenise Farris, James Jeffery, Bobby Riggs, and Anthony Seel discussed 

flooding on Howell Way, Auburn, and Autumn Dr. The drainage gets worse as more houses 

have been built because the new lots are being graded at a slant. 

Developer Bob Reiner took over Jefferson Place. Once the lots are sold to the builders, 

they are responsible and he has no right to tell the builder how to build their lot. I tried to talk to 

Pintail builders, but they would not talk to me, and are no longer there. I am willing to sit down 

and work with them, because they accepted the DEQ. They put the air conditioners in the 5 ft. 

easements causing a dam. The air conditioners should be put in the back yards and not the 

easement. 

Alderman Miller stated this goes back to the DEQ plan approved. If a plan is approved by 

DEQ that will deal with their problem, how can you usurp the plan? From a legal and 

engineering standpoint, how can they deviate from the DEQ. We must have something in place 

to be sure that is not deviated. How can we stop the builders from going against the DEQ? See 

what we have in place to make sure this does not happen. 

Steven Pittman stated he will research whether it is the developer or the builder. He will 

research this and look at the bonds.  

Alderman Miller stated once we get our legal information if the builder deviates from the 

DEQ, we can serve them with a no occupancy and stop it. We do not want to have this happen 

again down the road. 

Alderman Piper stated we have to look down the road and make sure this does not 

happen, and get in front of this in the future. 

Mayor Johnson stated that at Arbor Pointe and Copperleaf, the developer is the builder. 

They were asked by the previous board to solve these problems. Can we have them stop building 

until he fixes those? It’s been months since the prior board asked him to fix those and it has not 

been done. 

Steven Pittman stated he will research that and let Mayor Johnson know. 

Mayor Johnsons stated as a board we want to solve the homeowner’s problem, and we 

don’t dispute that there is a problem. Joe Frank Lauderdale seems to know how to fix the 

problem, we just need to find somebody to do it. We probably have to force somebody to do it. 

Alderman Piper suggested that we look into how to strengthen our ordinances. Mayor 

Johnson stated that our ordinances are strong, we just do not have the staff at this time. The 

building inspectors can inspect the house, but they are not engineers. Alderman Ross stated as 

the city grows, we will have to do something about staff. 

Joe Frank Lauderdale said about Arbor Pointe, they have 2 supervisors out there. The 

Arbor Pointe part is pretty much built out. The builder stated that we could use the bond to fix 

drainage problem, but the builder told him that they would fix the drainage problem themselves, 

and that has not been done. Now, Copperleaf is separate with a separate bond. As far as Jefferson 

at 3153, removing that pipe would need to be done. That is a major problem. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Harris seconded by Alderman Piper to authorize 

Steven Pittman to do any research and write any letters that he sees fit to start working on a 

remedy for the situations we heard tonight.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION FOR STREET REPAIR AND OVERLAYS 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to 

approve the list as presented. 
A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

. 
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DISCUSSION OF STREET SAFETY DEVICES 

There have been many citizen requests for speed bumps. There are safety devices 

available that are made with recycled rubber that can be permanent or removable and not 

expensive. 

It was discussed that signage and lighting could be looked into as well as a liability issue. 

Mayor Johnson stated we need to come up with criteria and data. A committee was formed 

consisting of Mayor Johnson, Alderman Piper, Alderman Miller and Alderman Harris. The 

Police Chief and Steven Pittman will be included for input. 

 

 

    CHANGE THE SPEED LIMIT ON FERGUSON ROAD FROM 35 MPH TO 20 MPH 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Wicker to 

approve the change of the speed limit from 35 mph to 20 mph on Ferguson Road based on 

the expertise of Chief Scott Worsham that he justifies the 20 mph. 
A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021. 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS GOING INTO 

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR POSSIBLE LITIGATION. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Piper to go 

into closed session to discuss going into executive session for Possible Litigation. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021 
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AUTHORIZE TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR POSSIBLE LITIGATION  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

go into executive session for Possible Litigation. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson 

. Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO COME OUT OF CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Wicker to 

come out of executive session for Litigation. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of November, 2021 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Robinson, seconded by Alderman Wicker to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye”. 

 

RESOLVED AND DONE, This 2nd day of November 2021 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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