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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman W.I. “Doc” Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman 

Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, 

and Alderman Ben Piper. Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, City Engineer 

Joe Frank Lauderdale, Police Chief Scott Worsham, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Assistant Fire 

Chief Sam Witt, EMS Director Dana Lowrey, Economic and Community Development Director 

Gia Matheny, Planning Director Austin Cardosi, Zoning Administrator Kristen Duggan, Public 

Works Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works Director Curtis Bain, Parks Director Jared 

Barkley, Human Resources Director Julie Gates, Nester Duran, Mike Foster, Greg Russell, Dan 

Russell, Chad Fischer, Katherine Spears, Robert Spears, Doug Mouldin, George Ready, and 

Todd Steele. 

 

 

 

6212022-2 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

 

6212022-3 

 INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

6212022-4 

 AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

    June 21, 2022             6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s – 48964-49316 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on June 7, 

2022.  

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Requesting approval for the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 

(non-profit) to use the Gale Community Center for their meeting on Tuesday, July 

12, 2022 from 8:30am until 3:00pm at no charge.   

 

8) Personnel Docket 
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9)  Approval to accept PPM Consultants contract for EPA Brownfields grant consulting 

services and Mayor Johnson to sign contract, and for Gia Matheny to sign all task orders. 

 

10)  Proclaim June 26, 2022 as Reverend Wesley Massey Day 

 

11)  Request to waive $400.00 permit fee for these nonprofit fireworks events: 

Wesley Meadows scheduled for July 2nd 

The City of Hernando Fireworks 

Hernando High School Homecoming 

 

12)  PL-1605 – Request for Approval of an Amendment to the Text of the Lees Summit 

Planned Unit Development Project Text.  More specifically to add “Self-Storage/Mini-

Warehouse” to the list of uses permitted in the Lees Summit PUD.  – Greg Russell, with 

Neel-Schaffer Engineering, representing Summit Park, L.L.C., the owner of the property. 

(The applicant has requested to table this item until the July 5, 2022 meeting) 

 

13)  PL-1604–Request for Approval of an Amendment to the Text of the Zoning Ordinance.  

More specifically to add “Accessory Dwelling Unit” to the list of conditional uses in the 

“AR,” Agricultural/Residential District.  – Todd Steele, with AERC, representing Pete 

Cookston of 414 Green “Tee” Lake Drive East. 

 

14)  PL–1632 Consideration of Amendments to the Zoning Text Concerning Medical 

Cannabis.  

 

15)  Approval to advertise for bids for Jaybird Water Plant Upgrades. 

 

16)  Approval to advertise for bids for Holly Springs Road Water Line. 

 

17) Authorize Joe Frank Lauderdale to design a new elevated water tank and plant. 

 

18) Authorize appraisal of property for Dogwood Sewer. 

 

19) Discussion on Timber Oaks Subdivision Utilities. 

 

20)  Utility Adjustment 

 

21)  Recess until Friday, June 24, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. for a Zoom Meeting in the conference 

room to discuss redistricting. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the Agenda and exclude Docket Claims numbers 49236 and 49296 on item 5 and moved for a 

separate motion. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris,  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

6212022-5 

  

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 49236 and 49296 

 

Alderman Wicker:  For the purchase of Altima for $29,270.00 and Tahoe for $39,858.00 that we 

did not approve. We approved Dodge Chargers, Durango and F-150s. The purchasing law is 

made very clear here that anything has to be approved by the governing authority and made part 

of the minutes and that is just simply not done. 
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Mayor Johnson:  The City Clerk was talked to by the Chief and the PD has a budgeted amount 

approved for vehicles. The vehicles that were ordered are not available and have been cancelled. 

So, they had to shift to other vehicles instead within the budget for vehicles and bought under 

state contract laws. 

Alderman Wicker:  The City Attorney advised we table this until he can look at it. He is on 

vacation at this time. We need to look at this because it is a clear violation of purchase laws. You 

can’t just choose and pick what you want, if we approve a Tahoe, you can’t go out and purchase 

a Mercedes Benz, it don’t work like that. 

Alderman Piper:  When we had to get the vehicles from the Missouri Highway Patrol, that was a 

separate approval. 

Mayor Johnson:  Those were used and not State Contract and had to be approved. Does anyone 

think we are doing something we should not be doing? That’s the big question. Are we doing 

something wrong here? 

Alderman Wicker:  Well, I think you are violating the state purchasing law, and I am not saying 

you are doing something wrong. If you say you are going to purchase a Tahoe, or an F-150 that 

is what you purchase. 

Mayor Johnson:  If we had waited to get approval, the Tahoe would not have been available. 

Alderman Wicker:  I disagree with that. That’s not accurate. That may be what your Police Chief 

said, but that is not correct. 

Mayor Johnson:  Well, I tend to believe my Police Chief when he tells me something. 

Alderman Wicker:  I know you do, but that is not true. 

Alderman Miller: Where is the City Attorney tonight? 

Mayor Johnson:  He is on vacation, and he did not reach out to me. 

Alderman Wicker:  I emailed Ms Pam and forwarded to the Mayor and I never got a return 

email. 

Mayor Johnson:  Yes, she emailed it back to you and copied me. 

Alderman Wicker:  I never got the email. 

Mayor Johnson:  Oh. Well, she did email it back to you at 11.25 am. I am sorry that you did not 

get it, but I know it was sent. 

Alderman Wicker:  I must have missed it. 

Mayor Johnson:  So, where are we on this item? 

Alderman Piper:  I would like to get the City Attorney’s opinion on this. If there is any kind of 

potential grey area there. 

Mayor Johnson:  Or do you want to approve the purchase of these vehicles? Chief, would you 

like to speak on this? 

Chief Worsham: I don’t control supply and demand. We allocated X number of dollars for police 

cars. We purchased vehicles, number one, under the guidelines of purchasing laws. 

Alderman Wicker:  That’s not true. I showed her and highlighted it if you want to take a look at 

it. 

Chief Worsham:  That’s your opinion. 

Alderman Wicker:  That’s not my opinion, that’s the law. I did not write the law. 

Chief Worsham:  When you approved that budget, we and all other chiefs take that pool of 

money for police cars. They take that pool and purchase police cars. I have spoken with other 
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chiefs. For instance, in Olive Branch, when they need a police car they go to Missouri under that 

state statute and purchase police cars. As long as you stay within the budget, we were under 

$50,000.00. Look, I hate that my cars got canceled. I’ve had 6 of the 7 cars canceled. But I had 

24 hours on one and 48 hours on the other one. I called the Clerk, I said are we within the legal 

parameters. I’ve been buying cars for 15 years. You approved X number of dollars for police 

cars. I bought police cars. It’s simple. Horn Lake has X number of dollars. He purchases what he 

can. I give you a budget. State contract comes out October 1. We approve our budget by 

September 15. So, I project what I can purchase for the next year. They can’t tell us anything 

because the contract comes out October 1. So, when I present to that is a projection of what I can 

purchase. As I told the Mayor. Supply and demand issues that we’ve had, moving forward, 

instead of saying I am hoping to purchase an F-150 or Tahoe, I just need to say I need to 

purchase vehicles under the operational guidelines of purchasing laws. I went above. I got 2 

quotes, not only are they contract vehicles, I got you 2 quotes. You approved for me to purchase 

police cars. I purchased police cars. If someone had just picked up the phone and called me. 

Alderman Wicker:  Who driving the Tahoe? 

Chief Worsham:  I am. 

Alderman Wicker:  So don’t say you are purchasing police cars. You are purchasing your car. 

Chief Worsham:  I am Chief of Police.  I have to drive a police car. 

Alderman Wicker:  I understand. 

Chief Worsham:  Look Chad, you vote no on everything I present to the board. This is nothing 

new and the board knows it. 

Alderman Wicker:  That’s fine, that’s your personal opinion. 

Chief Worsham:  No, that’s a fact and everyone knows it. You can look it up on YouTube. 

Everything we do in the Police Department, you vote no. Because you have some ridiculous 

personal vendetta against me.  

Alderman Wicker: I don’t have anything personal. I don’t even know you. 

Chief Worsham:  Exactly.  

Mayor Johnson:  Alderman Wicker, I was carbon copied on the email at 11:25 when Pam sent 

you the response to cwicker@desotocountyms.gov. 

Chief Worsham:  I went above and got you 2 quotes. I did the best that I could do here for the 

City. We can’t get vehicles. The budget is about to end. I can’t help it when drunk drivers hit our 

vehicles with 30,000 miles on them and total them. That puts me further back, and I have to get 

what I can get. I’m on the list for Missouri to get whatever it is that they have. What I did was 

absolutely in the guidelines of the law, I got 2 quotes, those vehicles were on the state contract 

list that have since been removed because you cannot get them, and I was fortunate enough to 

find some. 

Alderman Wicker:  Who is driving the Altima? 

Chief Worsham:  A detective. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

accept the purchase and approval of claims docket numbers 49236 to Landers Nissan for 

$29,270.00 and 49296 to Superior Auto Group for $39,858.00. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  Alderman Piper, and Alderman Wicker 

 Absent: None  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

mailto:cwicker@desotocountyms.gov
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A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 
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6212022-6 

 

 APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 48964-49316 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 48964-49316 

excluding claim numbers 49236 and 49296 with the grand total amount of $1,940,654.28 for the 

Docket of Claims as presented. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.   

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: None  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 
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A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

6212022-7 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND   

BOARD OF ALDERMEN JUNE 7, 2022. 

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on June 7, 2022.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None  

 Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

6212022-8 

 CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Requesting approval for the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 

(non-profit) to use the Gale Community Center for their meeting on Tuesday, July 

12, 2022 from 8:30am until 3:00pm at no charge.   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper,  Alderman 

Harris,  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

6212022-9 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.   

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

June 21, 2022

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Lauren Marshall Police Uncertified Officer - P1 TBD $20.00/Hr

William Bailey Police Certified Officer - P4 TBD $25.00/Hr

Marcus Sutton Police Certified Officer - P3 TBD $23.50/Hr

Karmesha Richmond Police Certified Officer - P2 TBD $22.00/Hr

Jennifer Brown Dispatch Uncertified Dispatcher - T1 TBD $17.50/Hr

Gary Pollard Water Meter Reader Pending Pre-Employment Screenings TBD $13.50/Hr  
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6212022-10     

  

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT PPM CONSULTANTS CONTRACT FOR EPA 

BROWNFIELDS GRANT CONSULTING SERVICES AND MAYOR JOHNSON TO 

SIGN CONTRACT, AND FOR GIA MATHENY TO SIGN ALL TASK ORDERS. 

 
   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval to accept PPM Consultants contract for EPA Brownfields grant consulting services and 

Mayor Johnson to sign contract, and for Gia Matheny to sign all task orders. 

routes. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

        Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

6212022-11 

 

PROCLAIM JUNE 26, 2022 AS REVEREND WESLEY MASSEY DAY. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

Proclaim June 26, 2022 as Reverend Wesley Massey Day. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

        Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper.   

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 
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6212022-12  

 

REQUEST TO WAIVE $400.00 PERMIT FEE FOR THESE NONPROFIT FIREWORKS 

EVENTS: 

WESLEY MEADOWS SCHEDULED FOR JULY 2ND 

THE CITY OF HERNANDO FIREWORKS 

HERNANDO HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the request to waive $400.00 permit fee for these nonprofit fireworks events: 

Wesley Meadows scheduled for July 2nd 

The City of Hernando Fireworks 

Hernando High School Homecoming 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 
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 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

6212022-13 

 

PL-1605 – REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE TEXT OF THE 

LEES SUMMIT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT TEXT.  MORE 

SPECIFICALLY TO ADD “SELF-STORAGE/MINI-WAREHOUSE” TO THE LIST OF 

USES PERMITTED IN THE LEES SUMMIT PUD.  – GREG RUSSELL, WITH NEEL-

SCHAFFER ENGINEERING, REPRESENTING SUMMIT PARK, L.L.C., THE OWNER 

OF THE PROPERTY. (the applicant has requested to table this item until the July 5, 2022 

meeting) 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross and seconded by Alderman Miller to Table 

PL-1605 until July 5, 2022. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Robinson. 

 Those voting “Nay”:    

Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

6212022-14 

      

 PL-1604–REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE TEXT OF THE 

ZONING ORDINANCE.  MORE SPECIFICALLY TO ADD “ACCESSORY DWELLING 

UNIT” TO THE LIST OF CONDITIONAL USES IN THE “AR,” 

AGRICULTURAL/RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT.  – TODD STEELE, WITH AERC, 

REPRESENTING PETE COOKSTON OF 414 GREEN “TEE” LAKE DRIVE EAST. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Miller for 

approval of an Amendment to the Text of the Zoning Ordinance to add “Accessory Dwelling 

Unit” to the list of conditional uses in the “AR,” Agricultural-Residential District with the 

following additional standards: 1 and 2. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Robinson. 

 Those voting “Nay”:    

Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

 

Board of Aldermen 
STAFF REPORT 

  

  

Project No.: PL-1604  

Request: Request to Amend List of Conditional Uses within “A-R” Agricultural-Residential Zoning 
District of the Zoning Ordinance 

Location: “A-R” Agricultural-Residential Zoning District (Conditional Uses) 

Applicant: Todd Steele – AERC, PLLC  

Date: June 21st, 2022 
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This item was originally discussed at the May 17, 2022, Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting, 

at which time the item was tabled to this meeting to allow the Board members more time to 

consider its ramifications. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Todd Steele, with AERC, PLLC, representing Pete Cookston of 414 Green “Tee” Lake Drive 

East is requesting an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance text.  The request is to amend the list 

of conditional uses found in the “A-R” Agricultural-Residential Zoning District of the City of 

Hernando Zoning Ordinance, thereby adding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) to the 

conditional uses list.  From the American Planning Association publication of PAS QuickNotes:  

 

Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are small, self-contained living units that typically 

have their own kitchen, bedroom(s), and bathroom space. Often called granny flats, elder 

cottage housing opportunities (ECHO), mother-daughter residences, or secondary 

dwelling units, ADUs are apartments that can be located within the walls of an existing or 

newly constructed single-family home or can be an addition to an existing home. They 

can also be freestanding cottages on the same lot as the principal dwelling unit or a 

conversion of a garage or barn.  
 

DISCUSSION: 

The City of Hernando Zoning Ordinance currently permits ADUs in the “C-1” Neighborhood 

Commercial District, “C-2” Highway Commercial District and “C-3” General Commercial 

District.   

 

In addition to being permitted by right in the commercial zones, the “TND” Traditional 

Neighborhood Development District allows a mix of residential uses including, secondary 

dwelling units that the zoning district also refers to as granny flats.  The TND Zoning District 

defines secondary dwelling units as “an additional dwelling unit located within the principal 

dwelling on the lot, in a freestanding building or above a residential garage.”    

 

Additionally, per Article VI, Section l., ix. Other Provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, it is stated 

that in the “A” Agricultural District, more than one residential structure may be located on a lot 

provided that: 

 

(a) The structures are situated so as to meet the yard requirements of an 

actual subdivision; 

(b) All property is vested in a single ownership.  

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

Considering the different zones and conditions already in place to permit ADUs in the City, a 

precedent currently exists to allow this type of dwelling.  If the applicant’s request is ultimately 

granted, the method by which ADUs in the A-R District are regulated would be constrained by 

an ADU only being permitted if approved on a case-by-case basis.  Therefore, a Conditional Use 

Permit would be required for every ADU request. There is a provision in all residential zones for 

a conditional use “shall be the same as in the AR District.” Therefore, this proposed amendment 

would be in place for all residentially zoned property.  
 

Furthermore, if the request to add ADUs to the list of conditional uses in the A-R District, is 

approved, a Conditional Use Permit would be required for an ADU to be permitted at 414 Green 

“Tee” Lake Drive East. 

 

The Planning Commission reviewed this request by Todd Steele, with AERC, PLLC, on behalf 

of Pete Cookston of 414 Green “Tee” Lake Drive East the owner of the property, for an 

amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to amend the list of conditional uses found in the 

“A-R” Agricultural-Residential Zoning District of the City of Hernando Zoning Ordinance, 

thereby adding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) to the conditional uses list., at their meeting 

on April 12, 2022, and voted unanimously to recommend approval of the text amendment to the 

Board of Aldermen, encompassed by the following proposed “Motion to Approve.” 
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Lastly, staff recommends applying similar controls to those found in the Agricultural District 

described above (Article VI, Section l., ix. Other Provisions).  An additional stipulation to 

consider adding would be that the exterior appearance of the ADU is compatible with the 

character of the residences in the neighborhood and/or surrounding area.    

 

 

PROPOSED MOTIONS: 
 

➢ Motion to Approve: 

 

A motion to recommend APPROVAL of an Amendment to the Text of the Zoning Ordinance to 

add “Accessory Dwelling Unit” to the list of conditional uses in the “AR,” Agricultural-

Residential District with the following additional standards: 

 

1. Amend Article II, “Definitions,” Section “b,” “Definitions,” of the Zoning Ordinance to 

add the following definition of “Accessory Dwelling Unit,” in the appropriate 

alphabetical order, and re-number the Section accordingly: 
 

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT:  Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are small, self-

contained living units that have their own kitchen, bedroom(s), and bathroom space. 

Often called granny flats, elder cottage housing opportunities (ECHO), mother-daughter 

residences, or secondary dwelling units, ADUs are apartments that can be located within 

the walls of an existing or newly constructed single-family home or can be an addition to 

an existing home. They can also be freestanding cottages on the same lot as the principal 

dwelling unit or a conversion of a garage or barn.” 

 

2. Amend Article V, “Agricultural Districts,” Section “b,” “A-R Agricultural-Residential 

District,” Sub-section “iii,” “Conditional Uses,” to add “Accessory Dwelling Unit 

(ADU)” to the list of conditional uses in the appropriate alphabetical order, and re-

number the Sub-section accordingly, with the following additional standards 

 

 

a) The accessory dwelling unit is situated as to meet the required setback for as the principal 

dwelling on the property for the Zoning District within which it is located. 

b) All property is vested in single ownership; and, 

c) The exterior appearance of the accessory dwelling is compatible with the character of 

residences in the neighborhood and/or immediate surrounding area.  

 

 

 

 

6212022-15 

      

PL-1632 CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING TEXT 

CONCERNING MEDICAL CANNABIS.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the amendments to the zoning text as presented with the change in the definitions of “Medical 

cannabis dispensary” or “dispensary” hours of operation to read “allowable instead of shall”, 

and be effective immediately for the immediate and temporary preservation of the public peace, 

health or safety or for other good cause. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
STAFF REPORT 

  

  
Project No.: PL-1632 Zoning Text Amendment – Medical Cannabis  

Request: To add definitions and uses, as specified on the attached exhibit 

  

  

Date: 6-21-22 
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

By the Board’s action of not opting out of Medical Cannabis, there is a need to update the 

Zoning Ordinance to add definitions and classify these definitions in the use chart of 

Commercial, Industrial and Agricultural zones. Based on feedback from an AG opinion 

(attached) regarding the local jurisdiction’s rights concerning Medical Cannabis and zoning, the 

Board created a committee to recommend the changes to be brought back for consideration.  

 

The Committee met on Monday April 25th, and recommended the following regulations be 

brought to the Planning Commission and Board of Aldermen for review: 

 

• Follow all State guidelines regarding the licensure and setback requirements of all 

facilities 

• Prohibit all Medical Cannabis facilities from the Historic District and also 500 feet from 

the Courthouse, measured parcel line to parcel line 

• Amend the fee chart to adopt an initial $1000 business license fee 

• Add all definitions, as listed in the State Law 

• Add these defined uses, as shown on the attached chart 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

The Committee’s recommendation was heard by the Planning Commission on 6-14-22, and was 

unanimously recommended for approval. In order for this ordinance to become effective 

immediately, the City Attorney has recommended the following language be included in the 

motion: 

 

The vote has to be unanimous and the reasons why immediate passage is necessary “for the 

immediate and temporary preservation of the public peace, health or safety or for other good 

cause” have to be stated in the ordinance. In this case, I think it would be sufficient to state that 

the ordinance involves the medical needs of certain citizens and therefore immediate passage is 

needed 

 

Proposed Definitions 

Cannabis cultivation facility - means a business entity licensed and registered by the 

Mississippi Department of Health that acquires, grows, cultivates and harvests medical cannabis 

in an indoor, enclosed, locked and secure area. The business shall be located in an area that is in 

accordance with all applicable state laws, outside the historic district, and at least 500 feet from 

the Desoto County Courthouse, measured parcel line to parcel line.  

Cannabis disposal entity - a business licensed and registered by the Mississippi Department of 

Health that is involved in the commercial disposal or destruction of medical cannabis. The 

business shall be located in an area that is in accordance with all applicable state laws, outside 
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the historic district, and at least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, measured parcel 

line to parcel line.  

Cannabis processing facility - a business entity that is licensed and registered by the 

Mississippi Department of Health that:  (i) Acquires or intends to acquire cannabis from a  

cannabis cultivation facility;  (ii) Possesses cannabis with the intent to  manufacture a cannabis 

product;  (iii) Manufactures or intends to manufacture a  cannabis product from unprocessed 

cannabis or a cannabis extract;  and or intends to sell a cannabis product  to a medical cannabis 

dispensary, cannabis testing facility or  cannabis research facility. The business shall be located 

in an area that is in accordance with all applicable state laws, outside the historic district, and at 

least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, measured parcel line to parcel line.  

Cannabis research facility" or "research facility" - a research facility at any university or 

college in this state or an independent entity licensed and registered by the Mississippi 

Department of Health pursuant to this chapter that acquires cannabis from cannabis cultivation 

facilities and cannabis processing facilities in order to research cannabis, develop best practices 

for specific medical conditions, develop medicines and provide commercial access for medical 

use. The business shall be located in an area that is in accordance with all applicable state laws, 

outside the historic district, and at least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, measured 

parcel line to parcel line.  

"Cannabis testing facility" or "testing facility" - an independent entity licensed and registered 

by the 260 Mississippi Department of Health that analyzes the safety and potency of cannabis. 

The business shall be located in an area that is in accordance with all applicable state laws, 

outside the historic district, and at least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, measured 

parcel line to parcel line.  

"Cannabis transportation entity" - an independent entity licensed and registered by the 

Mississippi Department of Health that is involved in the commercial transportation of medical 

cannabis. The business shall be located in an area that is in accordance with all applicable state 

laws, outside the historic district, and at least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, 

measured parcel line to parcel line.  

"Medical cannabis dispensary" or "dispensary" - an entity licensed and registered with the 

MDOR that acquires, possesses, stores, transfers, sells, supplies or dispenses medical cannabis, 

equipment used for medical cannabis, or related supplies and educational materials to 

cardholders. The business shall be located in an area that is in accordance with all applicable 

state laws, outside the historic district, and at least 500 feet from the Desoto County Courthouse, 

measured parcel line to parcel line. Additionally, the allowable hours of operation shall be 9 am 

to 9 pm.  

 

Use Chart Amendments  
C1 C2 C3 C4 O PUD M1 M2 AR A 

Cannabis cultivation 
facility  

C C C By plan 
text 

C by 
plan 
text 

P P NP C 

Cannabis disposal 
entity  

C C C By plan 
text 

C by 
plan 
text 

P P NP C 

Cannabis processing 
facility  

C C C By plan 
text 

C by 
plan 
text 

P P NP C 

Cannabis research 
facility" or 
"research facility"  

P P P by plan 
text  

P by 
plan 
text 

P P P P 

"Cannabis testing 
facility" or "testing 
facility"  

P P P by plan 
text  

P by 
plan 
text 

P P P P 

"Cannabis 
transportation 

P P P by plan 
text  

P by 
plan 

P P NP NP 
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entity"  text 

"Medical cannabis 
dispensary" or 
"dispensary"  

P P P by plan 
text  

P by 
plan 
text 

NP NP NP NP 

     
 

     
 

NP - not 
permitted  

  
 

     

 
P - Permitted by 
Right 

 
 

     

 
 C - permitted with conditional 

use approval  

    

 
 

 

 

6212022-16 

      

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR JAYBIRD WATER PLANT 

UPGRADES. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman approval to 

advertise for bids for Jaybird Water Plant Upgrades with the stipulation that the bid be good for 

120 days and will use ARPA funds and possible match for the project. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

  

 

6212022-17 

      

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR HOLLY SPRINGS ROAD WATER 

LINE. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval to advertise for bids for Holly Springs Road Water Line and will use ARPA funds and 

possible match for project. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

6212022-18 

     

AUTHORIZE JOE FRANK LAUDERDALE TO DESIGN A NEW ELEVATED WATER 

TANK AND PLANT. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize Joe Frank Lauderdale to design a new elevated water tank and plant at Byhalia/Getwell 

and Madison Lakes Development for a balanced system using ARPA funds and possible match. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 
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Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022. 

 

 

6212022-19 

      

AUTHORIZE APPRAISAL OF PROPERTY FOR DOGWOOD SEWER 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to 

authorize appraisal of property for Dogwood Sewer using ARPA funds and possible match. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022 

 

6212022-20 

  DISCUSSION ON TIMBER OAKS SUBDIVISION  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

sign a “will serve letter” using the new subdivision name Bailey Meadows to serve 76 lots with 

water and sewer services. The water treatment will be by the DeSoto County Regional Utility 

Authority at the Short Fork treatment facility and is subject to the new sewer tap fees. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022 

 

6212022-21 

 

UTILITY ADJUSTMENTS 

 

No adjustments and no action taken. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Planning Director Austin Cardosi announced that Kristen Duggan was awarded Building 

Inspector of the year by the Building Officials Association of Mississippi which is a great honor. 

 

Alderman Miller thanked the Public Works Department for all their hard work and being on the 

job sometimes 16 hours. Shout out to them! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6212022-22 

 

RECESS JUNE 21, 2022 REGULAR MEETING UNTIL JUNE 24, 2022 AT 9:00 AM FOR 

REDISTRICTING WORK SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

Recess until June 24, 2022 at 9:00 AM in the City Conference Room for a redistricting work 

session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 
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 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of June, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON  

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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