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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, January 3, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman W.I. “Doc” Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman 

Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, 

and Alderman Ben Piper. Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, HR director 

Julie Gates, Parks Director Jared Barkley, Chief of Police Shane Ellis, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, 

Deputy Fire Chief Sam Witt, City Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, Public Works Director Lee 

Germany, Assistant Public Works Director Curtis Bain, Animal Control Director Jessica Green, 

City Attorney Steven Pittman, Scott Smith, Nester Duran, and Sibonie Swatzyna. 

 

01032023-2 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

 

01032023-3 

 INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

01032023-4 

 AGENDA 

 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

       January 3, 2023                     6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s – 52814-52988 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

December 20, 2022. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Request from the Hernando Chamber of Commerce to temporarily close the 

following streets for the Water Tower Festival held on Saturday, September 23, 

2023 through Sunday September 24, 2023. 

i. Panola Street from Saturday, September 23, 2023 at 4:00 am through 

Sunday, September 24, 2023 at noon. 

ii. Losher Street to Highway 51 from Saturday. September 23, 2023 at 4:00 

am to 6:00 pm. 

iii. Commerce Street from Highway 51 to City Hall, Caffey Street, Memphis 

Street and West Center Street from 4:00 am through 6:00 pm on Saturday, 

September 23, 2023. 
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B) Request from the Hernando Chamber of Commerce for the temporary closing of 

streets for the Christmas Parade to be held on Monday, December 4, 2023 with 

line up at 5:30 PM and parade beginning at 6:30 PM. The parade route will 

continue its usual course.  

C) Approval to apply for a Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Grant 

D) Approval to apply for a Mississippi Arts Commission Grant 

E)  Approval for Mayor Johnson, Gia Matheny, Scott Smith, and 24 students to 

attend the MYC Summit on 2/24-2/25/2023 and pay registration fee of $50 per 

person and 9 rooms. 

F) Approval to use Chris Jeter’s services as umpire assignor for youth baseball and 

youth softball spring and fall 2023 seasons and for Mayor Johnson to sign. 

G) Approval for travel and registration for Michael Carson to attend the Mississippi 

Soccer Association’s Annual General Meeting.  January 20-21, 2023 in Flowood, 

MS. 

H) Approval for travel and registration for Jared Barkley to attend the Mississippi 

Recreation and Park Association’s Executive Leadership Summit March 8-9, 

2023 in Richland, MS. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

   

9) Donations to the City 

 

10) Approval by the board to advertise for bids for the Hernando McIngvale Sidewalk Project 

STP-7888-00(002)LPA108602-70100  upon MDOT's approval. 

 

11) Animal Shelter Change Order-Tabled from the meeting of 12/20/2022. 

 

12)  Executive Session –Fire Department Personnel Matters and Parks Negotiations 

 

13)  Adjourn   

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Harris to 

approve the agenda as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

01032023-5 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 52814-52988 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 52814-52988 in the 

amount of $1,077,266.82 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None 

 Absent: None  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

01032023-6 
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APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

MEETING ON DECEMBER 20, 2022 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

December 20, 2022. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None  

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

01032023-7 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Request from the Hernando Chamber of Commerce to temporarily close the 

following streets for the Water Tower Festival held on Saturday, September 23, 

2023 through Sunday September 24, 2023. 

i. Panola Street from Saturday, September 23, 2023 at 4:00 am through 

Sunday, September 24, 2023 at noon. 

ii. Losher Street to Highway 51 from Saturday. September 23, 2023 at 4:00 

am to 6:00 pm. 

iii. Commerce Street from Highway 51 to City Hall, Caffey Street, Memphis 

Street and West Center Street from 4:00 am through 6:00 pm on Saturday, 

September 23, 2023. 

 

B) Request from the Hernando Chamber of Commerce for the temporary closing of 

streets for the Christmas Parade to be held on Monday, December 4, 2023 with 

line up at 5:30 PM and parade beginning at 6:30 PM. The parade route will 

continue its usual course.  

C) Approval to apply for a Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Grant 

D) Approval to apply for a Mississippi Arts Commission Grant 

E)  Approval for Mayor Johnson, Gia Matheny, Scott Smith, and 24 students to 

attend the MYC Summit on 2/24-2/25/2023 and pay registration fee of $50 per 

person and 9 rooms. 

F) Approval to use Chris Jeter’s services as umpire assignor for youth baseball and 

youth softball spring and fall 2023 seasons and for Mayor Johnson to sign. 

G) Approval for travel and registration for Michael Carson to attend the Mississippi 

Soccer Association’s Annual General Meeting.  January 20-21, 2023 in Flowood, 

MS. 

H) Approval for travel and registration for Jared Barkley to attend the Mississippi 

Recreation and Park Association’s Executive Leadership Summit March 8-9, 

2023 in Richland, MS. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Piper to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

01032023-8 
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PERSONNEL DOCKET. 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.   

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

January 3, 2023

Pay Adjustments

Previous 

Classification New Classification

Effective 

Date

Current Rate 

of Pay 

Proposed 

Rate of Pay

Charles Lanphere Captain of Patrol Assistant Police Chief 1/4/2023 $82,472.00 $89,232.00  
 

 

01032023-9 

 

DONATIONS DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Piper to approve 

the Donations Docket as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 DONATIONS TO THE CITY 1/3/2023 Board Meeting

Animal Shelter

DATE NAME AMOUNT In Honor of

12/26/2022 Jimmy Filips $40.00 General Animal Services

12/27/2022 Cathy Moore-Ken & Carolyn Plunk $20.00 General Animal Services Ronnie Moore

12/29/2022 Laurie B Johnson $50.00 General Animal Services

12/30/2022 Anonymous $50,000.00 Kennels, Washer, Dryer

1/3/2023 Hernando United Methodist Church Gift Cards General Animal Services

Police Department

12/20/2022 Anonymous $20.00 Shop with a Cop

12/20/2022 Charles Lanphere $200.00 Shop with a Cop

12/22/2022 K. Thompson $150.00 Shop with a Cop  
 

 

01032023-10 

 

APPROVAL BY THE BOARD TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE HERNANDO 

MCINGVALE SIDEWALK PROJECT STP-7888-00(002)LPA108602-70100  UPON 

MDOT'S APPROVAL.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval to advertise for bids for the Hernando McIngvale Sidewalk Project STP-7888-

00(002)LPA108602-70100  upon MDOT's approval. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 
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Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

01032023-11 

 

ANIMAL SHELTER CHANGE ORDER-TABLED FROM THE MEETING OF 

12/20/2022. 

 

It was discussed that the change order requested from Cerberus will be paid by donations that 

were made for the interior portion of the building and not use any taxpayer money. The 

donations can only be used for the interior, equipment, furnishings, and dumpster enclosure as 

designated by the donors. 

Donations cannot be used for anything else. Donations cannot be used for anything else, and the 

cost of the building is now north of $1M. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the change order on the contract with Cerberus on the Animal Shelter. 

 A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Robinson, and Alderwoman Ross. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  Alderman Miller and Alderman Wicker 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 
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01032023-12 

 

DETERMINATION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to go 

into determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

COME OUT OF DETERMINATION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

come out of determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to go 

into Executive Session regarding personnel matters in the Fire Department and Parks 

Negotiations. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

APPROVAL TO TERMINATE WILLIE FRYE- FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Wicker to 

terminate Willie Frye immediately based on trust issues.  

  A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting “Nay”:   Alderman Miller and Alderwoman Ross 

Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 
 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to come 

out of Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 
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Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

01032023-13 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Wicker seconded by Alderman Robinson to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye.” 

  

  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON  

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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