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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, May 2, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman W.I. “Doc” Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman 

Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, 

and Alderman Ben Piper. Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, Finance 

Director Ed Espitia, HR Director Julie Gates, City Attorney Steve Pittman, Public Works 

Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works Director Curtis Bain, City Engineer Joe Frank 

Lauderdale, Police Chief Shane Ellis, Police Assistant Chief Charles Lanphere, Police Captain 

Dexter Gates, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Deputy Fire Chief Sam Witt, Planning Director Austin 

Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, Nester Duran, Dan Bearden, Robert Spear, and Larry 

Newsom. 

 

20230502-2 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

20230502-3 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

20230502-4 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

       May 2, 2023                     6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s –55048-55329 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

April 18, 2023. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Approval of the corrected amount of $8,640.00 to cover 12 months for the 

renewal of the contract with the Council of Governments to hire a lobbyist to 

work on our behalf in Jackson for infrastructure funding. 

B) Approval for the Mayor to sign contract with Aloompa for the City App for 

$9,500.00 and to accept a $5,000.00 grant from the MS. Hills Heritage 

Foundation. The cost to the city will be $4,500.00 in the tourism fund. 

C) Approval for Shane Ellis and Charles Lanphere to attend the Public Safety 

Summit May 8- 10, 2023 in Flowood MS. Pay for Per Diem, travel, registration is 

no charge. 

D) Approval of Instructor Agreements with Holly Bigham for Summer Tennis and 

Worth DuPerier for Pickleball Clinic. Agreements have been sent to City 

Attorney for his review.  
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E) Request for Ms. Kelly Davis, a teacher at Horn Lake Elementary School to 

reserve the large pavilion at Conger Park on May 12, 2023 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

at no charge for a field trip of approximately 125 children. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

 

9) Donations Docket 

 

10) Approval for the City of Hernando to enter into a partnership with Shelby County, TN for 

a planning grant application for the Mid South Regional Climate Action Plan and 

authorize the mayor to sign. 

 

11) Approval to destroy a non-working old laptop at the Animal Shelter with no value. 

City number 03819 and serial number 2F058077S- Computer Toshiba 

 

12)  Authorization to surplus the following items to be sent to Crenshaw Auction in Tunica 

MS. 

2004 Ford F-350 Vin#1FDWF36L14ED12375 Asset#55 (Major Repairs Required) 

2009 Ford F-250 Vin#1FTSW21R69EA90495 Asset#400 (Blown Motor) 

1987 Hyster Forklift 

Model: S50XL 

Serial Number: A187V07063 

Asset:00375 

 

13) Approval of Dispatch/Court HVAC Renovation bid from Eldridge Services, Inc for 

$328,149.00 with an alternate for field installed equipment. 

 

14) Adopt resolution appointing Mayor Johnson as Mississippi Municipal League 2023 voting 

delegate and Alderman Miller as alternate for the City of Hernando. 

 

15) Approval to apply for the NRCS-EWP DSR # 5318-410 Heritage Cove grant and Mayor 

Johnson to sign the agreement. 

 

16) Approval for Layne-Central Well Company to provide information on new water well at 

Byhalia Rd and Getwell Rd. 

 

17) Discussion and approval of Resolution to purchase the Civic Center property and 

authorize Mayor to sign any related documents. 

 

18) Discussion on restroom repairs at the Civic Center Ball Park. 

 

19) Approval of MOU with DeSoto County for the design and construction of a section of 

Starlanding Road and for the Mayor to sign. 

 

20) Discussion of partnership with Desoto County Schools regarding McIngvale Road traffic 

control, etc. 

 

21) Executive Session on Administrative Personnel 

 

22) Adjourn   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the updated Agenda as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller,  

Alderman Wicker, Alderman Robinson, Alderwoman Ross and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 55048-55329 
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The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 55048-55329, in the 

amount of $821,939.92 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

 

20230502-6 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

OF ALDERMEN APRIL 18, 2023  

  

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approve the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on April 18, 2023.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A) Approval of the corrected amount of $8,640.00 to cover 12 months for the 

renewal of the contract with the Council of Governments to hire a lobbyist to 

work on our behalf in Jackson for infrastructure funding. 

B) Approval for the Mayor to sign contract with Aloompa for the City App for 

$9,500.00 and to accept a $5,000.00 grant from the MS. Hills Heritage 

Foundation. The cost to the city will be $4,500.00 in the tourism fund. 

C) Approval for Shane Ellis and Charles Lanphere to attend the Public Safety 

Summit May 8- 10, 2023 in Flowood MS. Pay for Per Diem, travel, registration is 

no charge. 

D) Approval of Instructor Agreements with Holly Bigham for Summer Tennis and 

Worth DuPerier for Pickleball Clinic. Agreements have been sent to City 

Attorney for his review.  

E) Request for Ms. Kelly Davis, a teacher at Horn Lake Elementary School to 

reserve the large pavilion at Conger Park on May 12, 2023 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

at no charge for a field trip of approximately 125 children. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the consent agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING MAY 2, 2023 

 

 

 MINUTE BOOK 31, PAGE # 2023-05-02  4 

 

 

20230502-8 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller seconded by Alderman Harris to approve the 

personnel docket as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

May 2, 2023

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Kevin Hays Fire Transport Medic I TBD $22.58/Hr

Lee Banis Public Works Brush Truck Driver TBD $17.00/Hr

Darion Wright Public Works Landscape Equip Operator TBD $15.00/Hr

Transfer

Previous 

Department New Department Classification Start Date Current Rate of Pay Rate of Pay

Tessa Hansbro Fire - PT Medic FT Transport Medic I TBD $19.72/Hr $22.58/Hr  
 

20230502-9 

 

DONATIONS DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the Donation Docket as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

 DONATIONS TO THE CITY 5/2/2023 Board Meeting

Animal Shelter

DATE NAME AMOUNT In Honor of

4/18/2023 Dustin & Jennifer Hatton 50.00         General Animal Services Ruth Zurka

Police Department

4/18/2023 Kroger $1,000.00 PD-Gift Cards  
 

 

 20230502-10 

 

APPROVAL FOR THE CITY OF HERNANDO TO ENTER INTO A PARTNERSHIP 

WITH SHELBY COUNTY, TN FOR A PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE 

MID SOUTH REGIONAL CLIMATE ACTION PLAN AND AUTHORIZE THE 

MAYOR TO SIGN.  
 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderman Wicker to Table this 

item until the May 16, 2023 meeting to give us time to consult with the other government entities 

involved that are in the decision-making process to make sure we have a unified front with the 

other government entities in DeSoto County and we would still meet the deadline. 

 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 
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ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-11 

 

APPROVAL TO DESTROY A NON-WORKING OLD LAPTOP AT THE ANIMAL 

SHELTER WITH NO VALUE. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderman Wicker approval to 

destroy a non-working old laptop at the Animal Shelter with no value. 

 

City number 03819 and serial number 2F058077S- Computer Toshiba 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023 

 

20230502-12 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO SURPLUS THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO BE SENT TO 

CRENSHAW AUCTION IN TUNICA MS.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross seconded by Alderman Miller to approval 

to surplus the following items to be sent to Crenshaw Auction in Tunica MS. 

 

2004 Ford F-350 Vin#1FDWF36L14ED12375 Asset#55 (Major Repairs 

Required) 

2009 Ford F-250 Vin#1FTSW21R69EA90495 Asset#400 (Blown Motor) 

1987 Hyster Forklift 

Model: S50XL Serial Number: A187V07063 Asset:00375 

 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023 

 

20230502-13 

 

APPROVAL OF DISPATCH/COURT HVAC RENOVATION BID FROM ELDRIDGE 

SERVICES, INC FOR $328,149.00 WITH AN ALTERNATE FOR FIELD INSTALLED 

EQUIPMENT. 

 

Police Chief Shane Ellis stated the cost will be covered by the money budgeted for the 

Sally Port that will not be constructed in this budget year. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch seconded by Alderwoman Ross approval 

of Dispatch/Court HVAC Renovation bid from Eldridge Services, Inc base bid of $328,149.00 

less the alternate bid of field installed equipment saving $9,479.00 for a total bid amount of 

$318,670.00. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023 
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20230502-14 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION APPOINTING MAYOR JOHNSON AS MISSISSIPPI 

MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 2023 VOTING DELEGATE AND ALDERMAN MILLER AS 

ALTERNATE FOR THE CITY OF HERNANDO.  

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to 

adopt the resolution appointing Mayor Johnson as Mississippi Municipal League 2023 voting 

delegate and Alderman Miller as alternate for the City of Hernando. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch.  

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING MISSISSIPPI MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 

2023 VOTING DELEGATES 

FOR THE CITY OF HERNANDO 

 

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Municipal League amended the bylaws of the association to 

provide for a ballot election, to be conducted by the officers of the Mississippi Municipal Clerks 

and Collectors Association, to be held each year at the summer convention, to elect a Second 

Vice President from the Southern District; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amended bylaws require the governing authority board (Alderman, City 

Council, City Commission) to designate in its minutes the voting delegate and alternate to cast 

the vote for each member municipality. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF 

THE CITY OF HERNANDO 

 

In accordance with the bylaws of the Mississippi Municipal League, the voting 

delegate(s) for the 2023 Mississippi Municipal League election to be held at the annual 

convention on June 27, 2023 are as follows: 

 

         Voting Delegate:         Mayor Chip Johnson 

First Alternate:   Alderman Andrew Miller 

 

That public interest and necessity requiring same, this Resolution shall become effective 

upon passage. 

The above and foregoing Resolution, after having been first reduced to writing, was 

introduced by Alderman Robinson seconded by Alderwoman Ross, and was adopted by the 

following vote, to-wit: 

 

YEAS:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris 

  

NAYS:  None. 

 

The above and foregoing Resolution having been submitted to and approved by the Mayor, this 

the 2nd  day of May 2023. 

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED: 

 

 

________________________________  ______________________________ 

Pam Pyle                                 Chip Johnson 

CITY CLERK      MAYOR 
 

 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING MAY 2, 2023 

 

 

 MINUTE BOOK 31, PAGE # 2023-05-02  7 

 

 

20230502-15 

 

APPROVAL TO APPLY FOR THE NRCS-EWP DSR # 5318-410 HERITAGE COVE 

GRANT AND MAYOR JOHNSON TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT.  

  

Mayor Johnson stated this will be only on the West side of the ditch where city pipes are. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval to apply for the NRCS-EWP DSR # 5318-410 Heritage Cove grant and Mayor Johnson 

to sign the agreement. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  Alderman Harris and Alderwoman Lynch 

Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-16 

 

APPROVAL FOR LAYNE-CENTRAL WELL COMPANY TO PROVIDE 

INFORMATION ON NEW WATER WELL AT BYHALIA RD AND GETWELL RD.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Harris 

approval for Layne-Central Well Company to provide information on new water well at Byhalia 

Rd and Getwell Rd by test drilling. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-17 

 

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE THE CIVIC 

CENTER PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN ANY RELATED 

DOCUMENTS.  

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

authorize the City of Hernando to approve the Resolution to purchase the Civic Center property 

and authorize Mayor to sign any related documents and authorize Joe Frank Lauderdale to 

survey the Property. Authorize to make payments beginning November 1, 2023 and authorize 

Steven Pittman to successfully negotiate no prepayment penalties. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

Resolution To Purchase the Hernando Civic Center Association, Inc. Property 

The Hernando Civic Center Association, Inc. offers to sell its property consisting 

of land, buildings, pavilions, ball fields fencing, lighting, roads, roller hockey arena 

and parking lots, excluding “the Saddle Club property” for a net of approximately 

39.5 acres to the City of Hernando on the following terms: 
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1. All improvements, buildings, pavilions, ball fields, fencing, lighting, roads, 

roller hockey arena and parking lots shall be donated to the City. 

2. The price for land shall be $790,000 payable in promissory notes to the 3 

clubs comprising the association in monthly or quarterly installments 

amortized over 20 years with 3% interest. Each club will be given a separate 

note in the amounts of $330,000 to the Lions Club, $330,000 to the Rotary 

Club and $130,000 to the Saddle club.  

3. The 3 clubs commit that they will each utilize 100% of the proceeds and 

interest for the betterment of the citizens of Hernando as determined by the 

respective clubs with the Saddle Club’s share committed to the improvement 

of its facilities and promotion of equestrian education and recreation in 

Hernando. Hernando Rotary further commits that a portion of its proceeds 

will be used to assist needy children with Hernando youth sports fees. 

4.  Out of the 49.5+/- acres it owns, the Association will first distribute to the 

Saddle Club 10 acres consisting of a strip across the South 50 feet of the 

property (to connect to Robertson Gin Road) and the area surrounding the 

existing arena area with a temporary ingress/egress easement across the 

existing driveways (collectively, “The Saddle Club property”). The Saddle 

club may make available on its property (or give access to a point east of its 

property) a site for DeSoto County to erect a storm warning siren and an 

access easement on the 50-foot strip for maintenance of the siren only. The 

City would have no obligation to build a driveway or fence. However, when 

the City plans to begin substantial improvements to ball fields on former 

Association property, if the City or County has not constructed  a permanent 

driveway suitable for 2 way traffic along the 50’ foot strip  to the arena area 

and  a suitable barrier fence on the property the City  purchases ( to prevent 

 persons from exiting City property onto Saddle Club property), then the 

Saddle Club’s note would become due and payable 12 months before such 

City’s construction begins. The Saddle Club’s temporary easement would 

expire at the earlier of the end of said 12-month period or one month after 

completion of a fence and driveway by the City or County. Any construction 

undertaken by the City shall not interfere with the Saddle Club property 

during the show season until a driveway has been constructed on the 50-foot 

strip. 

5. The City will be responsible for the surveys needed to accomplish the above 

transfers of ownership. 

6. The City shall not change the name of the Association property and it shall 

remain named the Hernando Civic Center in perpetuity. 

7. The Association retains the right to erect a historical marker or sign on the 

property to be placed on the Robertson Gin Road thoroughfare.  

 

8. The City shall be allowed to pay off the remaining balance at any time and 

there shall be no prepayment penalty. 
 

9. The City shall begin monthly payments to the Association on November 1, 

2023. 
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SO ORDERED on this the 2nd day of May, 2023, upon motion duly made by Alderman Wicker 

and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson and approved by the following vote: 

  

ALDERMAN PIPER    AYE 

ALDERWOMAN ROSS   AYE 

ALDERMAN WICKER   AYE 

ALDERMAN ROBINSON   AYE 

ALDERMAN MILLER   AYE 

ALDERWOMAN LYNCH   AYE 

ALDERMAN HARRIS   AYE 

 

 

 SO EXECUTED on this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

20230502-18 

 

DISCUSSION ON RESTROOM REPAIRS AT THE CIVIC CENTER BALL PARK.  

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

authorize the Parks Director to rent porta potty trailers for the Civic Center ball fields. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-19 

 

APPROVAL OF MOU WITH DESOTO COUNTY FOR THE DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF A SECTION OF STARLANDING ROAD AND FOR THE 

MAYOR TO SIGN. 

 

 

Alderman Miller pointed out that this will be at no cost to the City. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper approval 

of MOU with DeSoto County for the design and construction of a section of Starlanding Road 

and for the Mayor to sign.  

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 
AGREEMENT OF DESOTO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND THE CITY OF HERNANDO, 

MISSISSIPPI FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A SECTION OF 
STARLANDING ROAD  

 
 COME NOW, DeSoto County, Mississippi, by and through its governing authority, the Board of 

Supervisors, (the “County”) and the City of Hernando, by and through its governing authority, the Board of 

Aldermen, (hereinafter referred to as “City”) and enter into this Agreement relating to work to be performed 

for the design and construction of the widening and improvement of a section of Starlanding Road from 
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approximately the CNIC railroad bridge and Lacey Blvd, located within the municipal limits of the City, and 

recite as follows: 

 WHEREAS, the County has studied, designed, and developed plans to construct an improved 

transportation facility consisting of the construction of the complete build out of approximately 3,600 feet of 

4-lane divided including curb/gutter and sidewalks, lying generally between the CNIC railroad bridge and 

Lacey Blvd., as the intersect along Starlanding Road, as well as for certain necessary intersection 

improvements with Gwynn Road, (the “Project”); and 

 WHEREAS, the County desires to proceed with the Project and the parties mutually agree that 

completion of the Project will be beneficial to the County as a whole and the City as a whole, and will an 

provide improved east-west transportation corridor, and improved access to a planned National Guard 

Armory site near the intersection of Starlanding Road and Gwynn Road; and 

 WHEREAS, the County and City wish to cooperate so as to expedite the Project, and desire to take 

all steps necessary to make the Project possible; and  

 WHEREAS, the City does affirm by the signature of its representative on this document that the 

City has the authority to permit the County to undertake the portions of the Project within the City’s 

municipal boundaries and that the Board of Alderman for the City has appropriately voted to allow the 

Project to proceed within its municipal boundaries and to enter into this contract; and  

 WHEREAS, the County does affirm by its representative’s signature on this document that it has 

the right to contribute funds, labor, equipment and contract for work necessary for the completion of the 

Project, including phases that are is located within the limits of the City, and, further, by the signature on this 

document does affirm that the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors has appropriately voted to undertake the 

Project and enter into this contract; and  

 WHEREAS, an Interlocal Agreement is not necessary in this cause but, rather, Miss. Code Ann. 

Sections 21-37-3 and 65-7-83 allow the parties to enter into a contract to accomplish its purpose and exercise 

concurrent jurisdiction over the Project to the extent it is located within the municipal boundaries of the City. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in and for the considerations set forth above, the parties do hereby agree as 

follows: 

1. The County and/or its engineers, agents and contractors, shall undertake the necessary steps  

to complete all phases of the Project including, but not limited to, the study, design, surveying, environmental 

assessing, engineering, constructing, and inspecting of the improvements to be undertaken. City consents to 

County undertaking such work and having overall administration and oversight of the Project, including all 

phases thereof provided, however, that the County will, at all times, keep the City informed of Project 

meetings, activities, status, undertakings, communications, and the like.  

2.    The County’s selected engineer will serve as the County’s liaison with respect to the  
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Project and will coordinate with the City, keep City informed of all scheduled meetings, communications and 

status of actions taken, receive and transmit information and instructions and have the authority to supervise 

and administer the Project for the County. The County selected engineer will designate a project manager or 

representative with whom the City may communicate. The City likewise agrees to designate a project manager 

or representative to act on behalf of the City to coordinate with the County selected engineer, receive and 

transmit information and instructions and have the authority to supervise the work described herein for the 

City.   

If any disagreement arises between the City selected engineer and the County’s designated 

representative regarding the engineering, design, construction, inspection and testing, or other aspect of the 

Project, and such disagreement cannot be resolved the matter shall be referred to the County’s Board of 

Supervisors and the City’s Board of Alderman for resolution. 

 

3. Any and all studies, designs and plans for the Project will be prepared by the County, or its  

engineers, in its discretion. Such plans and designs will be in accordance with any design and construction 

standards mandated upon the City by the Mississippi Department of Transportation (hereafter “MDOT”). If 

there are no applicable mandates from MDOT, then the County’s applicable design and construction 

standards shall be applied unless otherwise agreed to by the parties. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 

Project will incorporate any reasonable requests of the City for alignment, design and construction standards 

and County will consult, in good faith, with City throughout the design, engineering and construction process.   

The County will provide to the City, upon request, copies of all construction designs, plans, 

specifications, sitemaps, and related documents. Further, the County and City will participate in joint review 

meetings with representatives of all affected City and County departments, and MDOT, in order to avoid 

conflicts. 

 4.  The County shall advertise and solicit all bids required for the Project, after consulting with 

the City in good faith in crafting the bid specifications. Upon request, the County will provide the City with 

copies of the bid proposals received, along with the recommended party to whom the bid will be awarded. 

 5.  The County shall be the party to award all bids related to the Project, in its discretion but 

after consultation, in good faith, with the City, and shall be the party who executes and enters into all 

contracts for work to be performed, services to be provided and purchases to be made. The County will 

provide the City with a written notice of the schedule for the advertisement of bids, award of contracts and 

construction of the Project.  

 All construction contracts let by the County will include a payment and performance bond, as 

required by the law of the State of Mississippi, benefiting the County and City and with the County and City 

named as co-obligees.  The County agrees not to amend or alter the construction design, plans or scheduling 

without first consulting, in good faith, with the City.  
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 The County will ensure all contractors, retained for any aspect of the Project as it lies within the 

City’s municipal boundaries, provide the appropriate liability insurance, in accordance with the County’s 

standard requirements for road construction projects, throughout the term of their contracts with the County 

and City be named as an additional insured. 

 6.  It is anticipated that existing rights of way and easements will not be sufficient to provide for 

the entire scope of the project. As it becomes necessary to obtain any additional right-of-way or easement to 

complete the Project, the County shall be responsible for acquiring the same and, further, the County shall be 

responsible for all costs and expenses attributable to the acquisition of such additional rights of way or 

easements. The County shall negotiate all acquisitions of additional rights of way, easements or property with 

the affected landowners, or their representatives. Further, the County shall be the party responsible for filing 

and litigating any eminent domain actions that become necessary for the acquisition of property rights 

necessary for the completion of the Project and will keep the City apprised of the same. The City will 

cooperate and assist the County with such acquisition as may reasonably be requested. 

 8. The County shall pay to the property owners the appropriate just compensation for any 

property rights or interests acquired for the completion of the Project, as such compensation may be 

determined to be fair market value or, in the event of an eminent domain action, as determined by the court 

of proper jurisdiction.  

 9. The County hereby agrees to pay all costs of the Project unless otherwise set forth herein or 

agreed upon by separate agreement or addendum hereto. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City shall be 

responsible for its own engineer and attorney fees, or other fees, expenses and/or costs of its staff, 

consultants, and contractors or which the City unilaterally incurs.  

10.  The parties both agree to follow the recommendations of the environmental document 

developed by, or on behalf of the County as part of the planning phase for the Project. The environmental 

document will be developed by the County, in conjunction with the Mississippi Department of 

Transportation. The parties will consult with each other in good faith throughout the environmental 

document preparation and the County will incorporate the reasonable requests and comments of the City. 

The recommendations to be developed as part of the environmental document will include Project 

development specifics such as, but not limited to, landscaping, curb-cut design, road access and the like and 

are intended to serve the purpose of establishing uniform standards for the long-term development of the 

Project. 

11. The City agrees to cooperate in good faith with the County and be supportive of the County 

throughout the planning, design, construction and management of the Project and recognize the County as 

the designated Local Public Agency per Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) guidelines. In 

this respect, City agrees: 

a. to expeditiously review any applicable permit applications submitted to the City; 
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b. to expeditiously coordinate and perform any independent inspections and test the County 

requests of the City, in coordination with the City engineer; and in connection therewith, the City will 

designate inspectors to make any such inspections deemed appropriate. The City’s inspectors shall 

communicate any issues found to the County’s engineer in a timely manner;  

c. immediately report to the County’s engineer any deficiencies observed in design, 

engineering or construction of the;  

d.  for any permits required by the City of any contractors for any aspect of the Project, the 

City will assess the same fees which the City applies to its own road construction projects, provided 

that the City agrees to waive any such fees to the extent the City has the authority and discretion to 

do so. Further, the review process for any such permits shall be the same process the City applies to 

its own road projects and expedited to the fullest extent possible; and 

e. execute such additional documents and agreements as may be reasonably necessary or 

convenient to carry out the intent and purpose of this agreement or for the completion of the 

Project.  

12. The County will directly pay all costs of the Project including, but not limited to, the costs of 

property acquisition. Property acquisition costs include costs of title searches, appraisals, filing fees, court 

costs, expert witnesses, just compensation paid to landowners and attorney fees. Each party shall be 

responsible for their individual attorney, engineering and/or administrative fees incurred in relation to the 

Project.  

13. Upon completion of each phase of the Project the County will notify the City's engineer, 

who shall have a ten (10) day option to inspect the work completed, and the City will notify the County of 

any concerns or deficiencies it identifies.  Upon notification from the City of a concern or deficiency with 

work completed, the County will undertake any necessary repairs or corrections it deems appropriate.  

Upon completion, the City shall assume all future maintenance and repair of the Project. The County 

will furnish to the City a copy of the record drawings of the Project. Further, County will further transfer to 

City any remaining contractors’ warranties, guarantees and bonds, to the extent such are transferable. 

 14.   Either party may terminate this Agreement (i) in the event of a material breach or default by 

the other party which remains uncured following sixty (60) days written notice describing such breach or 

default in reasonable detail. In which case, the non-defaulting party shall, if it so elects, have the right to 

terminate the Agreement upon giving the defaulting party final notice of  termination of the Agreement  and 

the effective date of such termination shall be specified in such notice (which shall be not less than 7 days 

after the giving of such notice), or (ii) this Agreement may be terminated at any time upon the mutual written 

agreement of the parties provided, however, the County shall not be required to approve any termination 

which would cause the County to be in default or breach of any agreement it has with MDOT, FHWA or any 

contractor in relation to the Project.  
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 15. Neither this Agreement nor any of its terms may be changed or modified, waived, or 

terminated except by an instrument in writing, approved by the governing body of each party, with such 

approval spread upon its official minutes, and signed by each party’s designated representative. 

 16.  This agreement shall remain in effect until the completion of the terms set forth herein.  

 17. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, if funds necessary for the continued 

fulfillment of this Agreement by County party are at any time insufficient, or not forthcoming through the 

inability of any entity to appropriate funds, or otherwise, the County shall have the right to terminate this 

Agreement without penalty, liability, cost, or expense by giving not less than thirty (30) calendar days’ prior 

written notice documenting the lack of funding. In such instance, unless otherwise agreed to by the parties, 

this Agreement shall terminate and become null and void on the last day of the fiscal period for which the 

County’s appropriations were received, or funding was available, or ninety (90) calendar days after such notice 

has been delivered to the City  

 18.  Miscellaneous provisions: 

  a. Any notices provided under this Agreement shall be deemed properly given if reduced to 

writing and personally delivered or transmitted by registered or certified mail, or by a traceable commercial 

delivery service including Federal Express, UPS, Airborne or the equivalent, to the other party, with postage 

prepaid, or if transmitted by recognized overnight courier service or facsimile, with confirmation receipt.  

 

b. The failure of any party to insist upon strict compliance by another party shall not be 

deemed a waiver of its right to do so in the future.  

 

c. In case any one or more provisions set forth in this Agreement shall for any reason be 

held invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, any such invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not 

affect any other provision of the Agreement shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable 

provision had never been incorporated therein. 

 

d. The parties each represent that the person executing this document on behalf of such 

party has the power and authority to enter into this Agreement and such entity has the authority to 

consummate the transactions herein contemplated. The execution and delivery hereof and the performance 

by each party of its obligations hereunder will not violate or constitute an event of default under the terms or 

provisions of any agreement, document, or other instrument to which it is a party or by which it is bound. All 

proceedings required to be taken by or on behalf of each party to authorize it to make, deliver and carry out 

the terms of this Agreement have been or will be duly and properly taken by each party and this Agreement is 

the legal, valid, and binding obligation of the parties and is enforceable in accordance with its terms.  

 

e. In the event this Agreement extends beyond the term of the existing term of the majority 
of the membership of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors or the Board of Alderman for the City of 
Hernando, it will be deemed to automatically renew and be binding upon their successor Boards unless, by 
majority vote, the incoming Board terminates the same.  

 
f. Neither this Agreement nor any of its terms may be changed or modified, waived, or  

terminated except by an instrument in writing, approved by each party, and signed by each party’s authorized 
representative. 
 

g.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to form any agency relationship between 
any of the parties executing this agreement.  Further, nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted to impute 
the actions of one party of this contract to other. 

 

WITNESS the signature of the parties hereto after first being approved by the respective governing 

authorities.  

 

Remainder of page intentionally left blank 
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Signature page to follow 

 

Agreement of Desoto County, Mississippi and the City of Hernando, Mississippi 

For the Design and Construction of a Section of Starlanding Road 

Signature page 

 
DESOTO COUNTY 
 
 
BY: _____________________________ 
 RAY DENISON, PRESIDENT, 
 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
DATE: __________________________ 
ATTEST:      
 
________________________________ 
CLERK - BOARD OF SUPERVISOR 
 
 
CITY OF HERNANDO  
 
 
BY: _________________________ 
 CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR 
 
DATE: _________________________ 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      CITY CLERK 
 

 

20230502-20 

 

DISCUSSION OF PARTNERSHIP WITH DESOTO COUNTY SCHOOLS REGARDING 

MCINGVALE ROAD TRAFFIC CONTROL, ETC.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval of partnership with Desoto County Schools regarding McIngvale Road traffic control 

by setting up traffic barrels and authorize the closing of one lane on McIngvale for safety of all 

citizens. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

20230502-21 

 

CLOSED DETERMINATION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to go 

into closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

COME OUT OF CLOSED DETERMINATION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING MAY 2, 2023 

 

 

 MINUTE BOOK 31, PAGE # 2023-05-02  16 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

come out of closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Piper to go into 

Executive Session regarding Administrative personnel matters. 

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Miller to come 

out of Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023. 

 

 

20230502-22 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Wicker, seconded by Alderman Piper to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye.” 

  

 

RESOLVED AND DONE this the 2nd day of May, 2023 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR CHIP JOHNSON 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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