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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman W.I. “Doc” Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman 

Andrew Miller, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, and Alderman Ben Piper. Also 

present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, HR Director Julie Gates, City Attorney 

Steven Pittman, Police Chief Shane Ellis, Assistant Police Chief Charles Lanphere, Captain 

Dexter Gates, Public Works Director Lee Germany, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Planning Director 

Austin Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, City Engineer, Joe Frank Lauderdale, Nester 

Duran, and Robert Spears. 

 

Alderman Doc Harris attended via teleconference. 

 

Absent: Alderman Bruce Robinson  

 

20240402-2 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

20240402-3 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

20240402-4 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

April 2, 2024                                     6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda-Addition 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s – 61836-62093 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

March 19, 2024. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Approval for Austin Cardosi to attend the MS Association of Floodplain 

Managers Conference May 14-16, 2024, in Natchez, MS and pay travel, lodging, 

and registration.  

B) Approval for Kristen Duggan to attend the BOAM conference in Gulfport, MS 

from June10-14, 2024 and to pay travel and registration expenses. 

C) Approval for S Ellis and C Lanphere to attend MS Public Safety Summit on May 

19-22, 2024, in Flowood, MS and pay for lodging. 

D) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend the Spring Certified Municipal Clerk class 

held on 2/21-23, 2024 in Oxford, MS and pay for all travel expenses. 
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E) Approval to pay hotel stay of approximately $150.00 and daily allowance of $45 

for the MS Board of Standards assessment personnel on April 23-24, 2024. 

F) Approval for Ed Espitia to attend BBI training in Flowood, MS on August 7-8, 

2024, and pay registration, lodging and travel. 

G) Approval for C. Ross and C. Dowell to attend Firefighter 1001 I-I Certification 

Course in Pearl, MS at the MS State Fire Academy on June 2, 2024, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

H) Approval for J. Early to attend MAPFSE Summer Conference (MS Association of 

Professional Firefighters Safety and Education) in Pearl, MS at the MS State Fire 

Academy on July10-12, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expense. 

I) Approval to pay registration and travel for Mayor Johnson, Gia Matheny, and any 

Alderman to attend the Destination Downtown conference in Vicksburg, MS 

September 10-13, 2024. 

 

J) Approval to enter into an agreement with and allow the Hernando Youth Football 

Association to use Milton Kuykendall Park Saturday, August 3, 2024 from 7:00 

am-1:00 pm and Monday through Friday, August 5, 2024 to November 22, 2024 

from 4:30 pm-9:00 pm at no charge. 

K) Approval for Marquavius Williams and Ontarian Malone in the Police 

Department to the agenda to attend the Basic Class Refresher course at MDCC in 

Moorehead, MS. starting April 15, 2024 and pay for registration. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

 

9) Approval to adopt the proposed rules below for the Shared Use Mountain Bike Trails 

located at Lee’s Summit Park. 

 

Lee’s Summit Bike Trails were developed for Benjamin Norton’s Freedom Award 

project by Trail Life Troop MS-0412 sponsored by Longview Point Baptist Church. 

Assistance was also provided by American Heritage Girls Troop MS-0186 

• Ride at your own risk 

• Wear a helmet 

• Remain on trail 

• Control speed 

• Do not widen trail 

• No motorized vehicles 

• Do not stop in the middle of the trail 

• Hike with caution: Yield to Mountain Bikes 

• Practice “Leave No Trace” principles 

• Trails are closed during muddy conditions 

 

10) Recognize Benjamin Norton, TL (Trail Life) and AHG (American Heritage Girls for 

assisting in the Lee’s Summit Bike Trails project. 

 

11) Approval for correction to Public Works surplus items listed in the Minutes of May 2, 

2023 in item 20230502-12.  

                         Surplus: 2005 Ford F350 Truck Vin #1FTWT3OP55EC90429 ASSET #406 

 Remains in inventory: 2004 Ford F-350 Vin#1FDWF36L14ED12375 Asset#55  

 

12) Approval to allow the Planning Department to waive any and all fees associated with the 

building of the new restroom being constructed at Kuykendall Fitness Park. 

 

13) Approval of Continuing Disclosure Submission for fiscal year ended September 30, 2023. 

 

14) Approval to accept the lowest and best bid of $94,600.00 for a new sewer trailer from 

Vacuum Truck Sales and Service. 

 

15) Discussion of proposed Hernando Sign Ordinance amendment. 

 

16) Approval of proposed Hernando Animal Control Ordinance amendment. 
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17) Utility Adjustments 

 

18) Executive Session – Public Works Personnel, Parks Personnel, and Potential Litigation. 

 

19) Adjourn   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to approve 

the amended Agenda as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller,  

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

20240402-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 61836-62093 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 61836-62093 in the 

amount of $1,213,412.23 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

20240402-6 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

OF ALDERMEN MARCH 19, 2024 

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve 

the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on March 19, 2024. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

Abstain: Alderman Miller 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

20240402-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A) Approval for Austin Cardosi to attend the MS Association of Floodplain 

Managers Conference May 14-16, 2024, in Natchez, MS and pay travel, lodging, 

and registration.  

B) Approval for Kristen Duggan to attend the BOAM conference in Gulfport, MS 

from June10-14, 2024 and to pay travel and registration expenses. 

C) Approval for S Ellis and C Lanphere to attend MS Public Safety Summit on May 

19-22, 2024, in Flowood, MS and pay for lodging. 

D) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend the Spring Certified Municipal Clerk class 

held on 2/21-23, 2024 in Oxford, MS and pay for all travel expenses. 
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E) Approval to pay hotel stay of approximately $150.00 and daily allowance of $45 

for the MS Board of Standards assessment personnel on April 23-24, 2024. 

F) Approval for Ed Espitia to attend BBI training in Flowood, MS on August 7-8, 

2024, and pay registration, lodging and travel. 

G) Approval for C. Ross and C. Dowell to attend Firefighter 1001 I-I Certification 

Course in Pearl, MS at the MS State Fire Academy on June 2, 2024, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

H) Approval for J. Early to attend MAPFSE Summer Conference (MS Association of 

Professional Firefighters Safety and Education) in Pearl, MS at the MS State Fire 

Academy on July10-12, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expense. 

I) Approval to pay registration and travel for Mayor Johnson, Gia Matheny, and any 

Alderman to attend the Destination Downtown conference in Vicksburg, MS 

September 10-13, 2024. 

 

J) Approval to enter into an agreement with and allow the Hernando Youth Football 

Association to use Milton Kuykendall Park Saturday, August 3, 2024 from 7:00 

am-1:00 pm and Monday through Friday, August 5, 2024 to November 22, 2024 

from 4:30 pm-9:00 pm at no charge. 

K) Approval for Marquavius Williams and Ontarian Malone in the Police 

Department to the agenda to attend the Basic Class Refresher course at MDCC in 

Moorehead, MS. starting April 15, 2024 and pay for registration. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the consent agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

20240402-8 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the personnel docket as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

April 2, 2024

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Tyler Robertson Animal Control Kennel Tech 4/3/2024 $16.00/Hr  
 

 

 

20240402-9 

 

APPROVAL TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED RULES FOR THE SHARED USE 

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS LOCATED AT LEE’S SUMMIT PARK. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller seconded by Alderman Piper approval to 

adopt the proposed rules for the shared use mountain bike trails located at Lee’s Summit Park. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 
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Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

RULES FOR SHARED USE MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILES AT  

LEE’S SUMMIT PARK 

 

 

•       Ride at your own risk 

• Wear a helmet 

• Remain on trail 

• Control speed 

• Do not widen trail 

• No motorized vehicles 

• Do not stop in the middle of the trail 

• Hike with caution: Yield to Mountain Bikes 

• Practice “Leave No Trace” principles 

• Trails are closed during muddy conditions 

 

 

20240402-10 

 

RECOGNIZE BENJAMIN NORTON, TL (TRAIL LIFE) AND AGH (AMERICAN 

HERITAGE GIRLS) FOR ASSISTING IN THE LEE’S SUMMIT BIKE TRAILS 

PROJECT 

 

 

No action taken. 

 

20240402-11 

 

APPROVAL FOR CORRECTION TO PUBLIC WORKS SURPLUS ITEMS LISTED IN 

THE MINUTES OF MAY 2, 2023 IN ITEM 20230502-12. 
 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderwoman Ross approval for 

correction to public works surplus items listed in the minutes of May 2, 2023 in item 20230502-

12. 

Surplus: 2005 Ford F350 Truck Vin #1FTWT3OP55EC90429 ASSET #406 

Remains in inventory: 2004 Ford F-350 Vin#1FDWF36L14ED12375 Asset#55  

 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman 

Piper, Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

 

20240402-12 

 

 

APPROVAL TO ALLOW THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT TO WAIVE ANY AND 

ALL FEES ASSOCIATED WITH THE BUILDING OF THE NEW RESTROOM BEING 

CONSTRUCTED AT KUYKENDALL FITNESS PARK. 
 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderwoman Ross 

approval to allow the planning department to waive any and all fees associated with the 

building of the new restroom being constructed at Kuykendall Fitness Park. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 
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Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

20240402-13 

 

APPROVAL OF CONTINUING DISCLOSURE SUBMISSION FOR FISCAL YEAR 

ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2023. 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Piper approval 

of Continuing Disclosure submission for fiscal year ended September 30, 2023. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 
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20240402-14 

 

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE LOWEST AND BEST BID OF $94,600.00 FOR A NEW 

SEWER TRAILER FORM VACUUM TRUCK SALES AND SERVICE. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper seconded by Alderwoman Lynch approval to 

accept the lowest and best bid of $94,600.00 for a new sewer trailer form Vacuum Truck Sales 

and Service. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

 

20240402-15 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED HERNANDO SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 

 

No action taken. 

 

20240402-16 

 

APPROVAL OF PROPOSED HERNANDO ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller seconded by Alderman Wicker approval of 

proposed Hernando Animal Control Ordinance amendment. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

Sec. 6-10. Impoundment of animals attacking, injuring person; destruction of rabid 

animals. 

(a) In case of an attack by any dog resulting in injury to any person, such animal, unless 

otherwise provided herein, shall be impounded, or caused to be confined at the appropriate 

county city animal shelter by the animal control division for observation for a period of five 

days ten days or in accordance with State Law. Quarantine fee will be: $50 plus $100 for 

daily care totaling $150. 

(b) The owner thereof may, upon notification to the animal control division, have such animal 

impounded for five ten days with a private veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary 

medicine within the state at the owner's expense.  

(c) If at the end of above periods of time, or any time prior thereto, it is determined that said 

dog has rabies, such dog shall be immediately destroyed without the necessity of notice to 

the owner.  

(d) Any person violating any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $1,000.00 or 

imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed 180 days, or by both such fine and 

imprisonment, unless otherwise provided for herein. Each violation shall be deemed a 

separate offense.  

(Ord. of 9-16-2003, § X) 
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20240402-17 

UTILITY ADJUSTMENTS 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve 

the Utility Adjustments as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024. 

 

 Utility Bill Adjustment Docket

 The address listed below experienced a leak and did not receive the benefit of receiving water service.

House # Street Adjusted Amount Reason for Leak Adjustment

3433 Tates Way (71.36)                    

Repaired PVC trheaded coupling that connects 

the meter to the house.

349 Vaiden Ridge Dr. S. (285.44)                  

A new main water line was installed. Replace 

old and cracked PVC line with "Pex" line.

4165 Getwell Rd (358.90)                  

Water leak/busted line during ice storm. Capped 

off line. Failed to see busted line all week getting 

power back on as an Entergy service man.  
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20240402-18 

 

CLOSED DETERMINATION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to go 

into closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Wicker, and Alderwoman Ross. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

 

COME OUT OF CLOSED DETERMINATION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to come 

out of closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PUBLIC WORKS PERSONNEL, 

PARKS PERSONNEL, AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to go 

into executive session regarding public works personnel, parks personnel, and potential 

litigation. 
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A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

APPROVAL TO TERMINATE JOSHUA LEWIS IN THE PARKS DEPARTMENT 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Miller approval to 

terminate Joshua Lewis in the Parks Department. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

 

APPROVAL TO SUSPEND BRITT WHITFIELD 2 DAYS WITHOUT PAY WITH THE 

PUBLIC WORKS DISCRETION ON THE DAYS 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Wicker approval 

of a 2-day suspension for Britt Whitfield with the Public Works Directors discretion on the days. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:  Alderman Wicker 

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

 

APPROVAL TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE TAX COLLECTOR, JOEY 

TREADWAY, LAWSUIT AND REMOVING TAX ASSESSOR, JEFF FITCH FROM 

THE LAWSUIT 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Miller for 

approval to move forward with the Tax Collector, Joey Treadway, lawsuit and removing Tax 

Assessor, Jeff Fitch from the lawsuit.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Wicker to come 

out of Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 
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20240402-19 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Wicker, seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye.” 

 

Absent: Alderman Robinson 

 

RESOLVED AND DONE this the 2nd day of April, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

         CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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