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The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at City 

Hall on Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Tom Ferguson presiding.  Aldermen 

present were:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs.  Also present for the meeting were:  City Clerk 

Katie Harbin, City Attorney Kenny Stockton, Police Chief Scott Worsham, Assistant Police 

Chief Shane Ellis, Fire Chief Hubert Jones, Human Resources Manager Julie Harris, Public 

Works Director Gary McElhannon, Planning Director Keith Briley, Zoning Administrator 

Kristen Duggan, Director of Community Economic Development Gia Matheny, Wade Stark, 

Diane Franczyk, Michael Johnson, Simone Johnson, Ronald F Franczyk, Paula Lambert, Jerry D 

McBride, Jerry Dee McBride, Vickey McLendon, Barry Bridgeforth, Rita Ray, Jim Seay, John 

Shelton, Kathy Shelton, Carolyn Richards, Pat McLeod, Susan Harris, JoAnn B Gooch, Jesse 

Dement, Andriano Dement, Todd Ainsworth, Grace Owens, Debra Trapp, William Trapp, Chris 

Leigh, Jackie Woods, Marcus Ross, Robert Carter, Hollie McDonald, Preston Kenedy, Emma 

Williams, Riley Kate Box, Emily Hiely, Whitney Jackson, Hannah Laurie, Cameron Wright, 

Nahomi Lopez, Aika Owens, Banner Pounders, Matt Davis, Sophie Hivt 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

 

Mayor Ferguson recognized the Mayor’s Youth Council  

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 
City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 
Regular Meeting 

 
February 6, 2018        6:00pm 
 
 

1) Call the meeting to order 
 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  
 

3) Invocation  
 

4) Approve Agenda 
 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 121740 – 122032 less 121783 – 121791 
 

6) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s 121783 – 121791 (Bryant)  
 

7) Approve Minutes  
 

8) Consent Agenda 
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A) Authorize Hubert Jones, Marshel Berry, Sam Witt, and Matt Massey to attend 
the MS Fire Investigators Spring Seminar in Oxford, MS on April 11-13, 2018, also 
authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

B) Authorize Katie Harbin, Julie Harris, Eva Ward and Octavia Glasper to attend the 
48th Annual Clerks Spring Conference in Flowood, MS on March 7-9, 2018, also 
authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

C) Authorize Officer Jason Colman and James Ratliff to attend The Trauma of Law 
enforcement class in Madison, MS on March 5 – 7, 2018, also authorize to pay 
travel expense 

D) Authorize Detective White and Gates to attend the Investigation of Suicide class 
in Tunica, MS on February 20-21, 2018 also authorize to pay registration  

E) Authorize Keith Briley and Kristen Duggan to attend the Technical Skill Workshop 
in Jackson, MS on March 1, 2018, also authorize to pay registration and travel 
expenses 
 

 
9) Authorize to give Roderick Robertson in the Sewer department a 90-day performance 

raise of $0.50 per hour 
 

10) Authorize to hire Makala Davis as a full time Dispatcher, at the non-certified rate 
 

11) Proclaim March 2, 2018 as Bradley Sowell Day 
 

12) Authorize Hernando High School to use the Gale Center, at no cost, on March 2, 2018 
for a reception for Bradley Sowell 
 

13) Authorize Tom Pittman, Community Foundations of Northwest Mississippi to use the 
Gale Center, at no cost, a grant writing workshop for nonprofits on June 6, 2018 
 

14) Authorize the Hernando Farmers Market Inc to use the Gale Center, at no cost, to host 
their vendor meeting on February 26, 2018 
 

15) Application for the Rezoning from the R-10 Residential Single-Family District Medium 
Density to the "O" Office District – 2557 West Street – Mr. Jim Seay 
 

16) Application for the Rezoning from the M-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to the R-10 
Residential Single-Family District Medium Density – Southwest Corner of Memphis 
Street and Ferguson Road (Parcel No. 308112000 0000500) – Mr. Robert Barber with 
Orion Planning+Design 
 

17) Application for Final Plat Approval for St. Ives Section C – The Eastern end of St. Ives 
Drive – Brian Hill with Lifestyle Homes, LLC 
 

18) Application for Final Plat Approval for St. Ives Section D – The Eastern end of St. Ives 
Drive – Brian Hill with Lifestyle Homes, LLC 
 

19) Authorize to amend the no smoking ordinance 
 

20) Discussion of the Parades, Races and events in the City 
 

21) Authorize the City to apply the AFG Grant for the Fire Department  
 

22) Authorize the Mayor to sign the Continuing Disclosure Engagement letter with Butler 
Snow  
 

23) Discussion of Fireworks for 4th of July 
 

24) Authorizing to host the 2019 MSA (MS Soccer Association) District Tournament  
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25) Discussion of Public Works Department Policy or Procedure for adjustments to water 
and sewer bills 
 

26) Discussion of Civil Link road improvement program 
 

27) Discussion of Municipal Depository Bid 
 

28) Authorize Mayor to sign an agreement for the purchase of equipment with Desoto 
County 
 

29) Adjourn 
 
 

 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approve the agenda as presented, after moving the item for the “Application for the Rezoning 

from the R-10 Residential Single-Family District Medium Density to the "O" Office District – 

2557 West Street – Mr. Jim Seay” and the item for the “Application for the Rezoning from the 

M-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to the R-10 Residential Single-Family District Medium 

Density – Southwest Corner of Memphis Street and Ferguson Road (Parcel No. 308112000 

0000500) – Mr. Robert Barber with Orion Planning & Design” to be item #9 and #10.  A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018. 

 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 121740 – 122032 less 121783 - 121791 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 121740 – 122032 

less 121783 - 121791 in the amount of $494,222.31 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 121783 – 121791 (Bryant) 

 

Alderman Bryant recused himself and left the room. 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 121783 - 121791 in 

the amount of $4,409.58 for approval.   

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs, and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 
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APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MAYOR AND BOARD MEETING 

ON JANUARY 18, 2017 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon, and seconded by Alderman Bryant to 

approve the Minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on January 18, 

2017.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Authorize Hubert Jones, Marshel Berry, Sam Witt, and Matt Massey to attend 
the MS Fire Investigators Spring Seminar in Oxford, MS on April 11-13, 2018, also 
authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

B) Authorize Katie Harbin, Julie Harris, Eva Ward and Octavia Glasper to attend the 
48th Annual Clerks Spring Conference in Flowood, MS on March 7-9, 2018, also 
authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

C) Authorize Officer Jason Colman and James Ratliff to attend The Trauma of Law 
enforcement class in Madison, MS on March 5 – 7, 2018, also authorize to pay 
travel expense 

D) Authorize Detective White and Gates to attend the Investigation of Suicide class 
in Tunica, MS on February 20-21, 2018 also authorize to pay registration  

E) Authorize Keith Briley and Kristen Duggan to attend the Technical Skill Workshop 
in Jackson, MS on March 1, 2018, also authorize to pay registration and travel 
expenses 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

approve the consent agenda as presented.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION REZONING FROM THE R-10 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY 

DISTRICT MEDIUM DENSITY TO THE “O” OFFICE DISTRICT – 2557 WEST 

STREET 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that Alderman McLendon asked if we would table this item, he is sick 

and unable to be in attendance at the meeting tonight.  This item is in his ward.   

 

Planning Director asked Alderman Higdon to include the date they are tabling this item to, in his 

motion. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Miller to table 

this item until the February 20, 2018 Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting.  A vote was taken 

with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 
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APPLICATION FOR THE REZONING FROM THE M-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 

ZONING DISTRICT TO THE R-10 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT 

MEDIUM DENSITY – SOUTHWEST CORNER OF MEMPHIS STREET AND 

FERGUSON ROAD (PARCEL NO. 308112000 0000500) MR. ROBERT BARBER WITH 

ORION PLANNING AND DESIGN 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that Alderman McLendon asked if we would table this item, he is sick 

and unable to be in attendance at the meeting tonight.  This item is in his ward.   

 

Planning Director asked Alderman Higdon to include the date they are tabling this item to, in his 

motion. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Miller to table 

this item until the February 20, 2018 Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting.  A vote was taken 

with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO GIVE RODERICK ROBERTSON IN THE SEWER DEPARTMENT A 

90-DAY PERFORMANCE RAISE OF $0.50 PER HOUR 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Hobbs and seconded by Alderman Harris to 

authorize to give Roderick Robertson in the Sewer Department a 90-day performance raise of 

$0.50 per hour.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TO HIRE MAKALA DAVIS AS A FULL TIME DISPATCHER AT THE 

NON-CERTIFIED RATE 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to 

authorize to hire Makala Davis as a full time dispatcher at the non-certified rate of pay, following 

the recommendation from the Personnel Committee, based on the recommendation of the Police 

Chief.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

PROCLAIM MARCH 2, 2018 AS BRADLEY SOWELL DAY 

 

 

Alderman Miller stated that a committee has been established made up of local officials, 

citizens and with the Board of Education, we will be retiring Bradley Sowell’s jersey on March 

2.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

proclaim March 2, 2018 as Bradley Sowell Day.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 
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AUTHORIZE HERNANDO HIGH SCHOOL TO USE THE GALE CENTER AT NO 

COST ON MARCH 2, 2018, FOR A RECEPTION FOR BRADLEY SOWELL 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

authorize Hernando High School to use the Gale Center at no cost on March 2, 2018 to host a 

reception for Bradley Sowell.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE TOM PITTMAN, COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS OF NORTHWEST 

MISSISSIPPI TO USE THE GALE CENTER AT NO COST ON JUNE 6, 2018 TO HOLD 

A GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP FOR NONPROFITS  

 

Mayor Ferguson stated, Kenny correct me if I’m wrong, they cannot charge the 

participants 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that is up to the Board. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that it states there is no cost. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated no cost to the citizens, that is what the state auditor report read. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that it says it in there, no cost, they fall under the nonprofit 

umbrella.  

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Harris to 

authorize the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi to use the Gale Center at no cost 

on June 6, 2018, to hold a grant writing workshop for nonprofits.    A vote was taken with the 

following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE HERNANDO FARMERS MARKET INC TO USE THE GALE 

CENTER AT NO COST TO HOST THEIR VENDOR MEETING ON FEBRUARY 26, 

2018 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to 

authorize the Hernando Farmers Market Inc to use the Gale Center at no cost to host their vendor 

meeting on February 26, 2018.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 
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APPLICATION FOR FINAL PLAT APPROVAL FOR ST. IVES SECTION C – THE 

EASTERN END OF ST. IVES DRIVE – BRIAN HILL WITH LIFESTYLE HOMES, LLC 

 

Planning Director Keith Briley presented the application and staff report.  Planning 

Commission recommend approval subject to staff comments. 
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Alderwoman Brooks stated that she represents the citizens of St. Ives, and has been asked to ask 

a list of questions.  Does the Board, City Engineer, or Public Works aware of the current 

condition of Saint Ives Lane and associated connected streets?  If so, can the Board, City 

Engineer, or Public Works Director describe the conditions for the record? 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we don’t have the engineer here tonight, he is in Jackson at an 

engineer’s meeting. 

 

Planning Director Keith Briley stated that we will have to hire an outside engineer. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated that she does drive over there and when construction crews are there, 

it is very hard to get in and out, when they are not there, you can see signs of erosion and 

deterioration around the circle area.  With the heavy trucks going through there, it will have to 

have repairs made. 
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Alderwoman Brooks asked what would be the anticipated condition of said roads be after 2-5 

years of continuous development traffic?  Traffic that would include cement trucks, lumber 

trucks, brick trucks, and sod trucks.  

 

Planning Director Keith Briley stated that the Board can require the developer hold a 

maintenance bond on the existing roads, until a certain percentage of build out is achieved. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that all roads are final. 

 

Keith Briley stated he does not know. 

 

Alderman Brooks stated that was her next question. 

 

Alderman Miller stated yes, they have been turned over to the city.  It appears that the questions 

are geared toward traffic conditions, driving construction.  The temporary engineer can 

recommend a maintenance bond amount.  It has nothing to do with the condition now. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated that the current condition of the roads is a main concern. 

 

Alderman Harris referenced item number 4 in the staff comments, asked has the 3 inch of black 

top been done yet. 

 

Alderman Miller answered yes, on the current streets, but it hasn’t been done on the new area. 

 

Alderman Harris stated that I think they are both a concern right now, the current streets and new 

ones.   

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated exactly. 

 

Alderman Millers stated that it has nothing to do with what is before us tonight. 

 

Alderman Harris asked if a maintenance bond cover the existing streets. 

 

Planning Director Keith Briley stated that you can do it to cover streets of construction traffic. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated that we are depending a lot on the maintenance bond.  Mrs. Brooks 

asked has the developer ever defaulted on any infrastructure improvement bonds with the City of 

Hernando? 

 

Alderman Miller stated that’s like asking if anyone has had a ticket. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated that we are relying a lot on that maintenance bond. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that when the time comes, we will handle that. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that the money will be there, with the bond. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked what mechanisms, requirements, or, procedures will be placed on the 

developer to insure that the city's assets, St. Ives Section A access roads, will be protected from 

the wear and tear of the continued development traffic of 100+ lots? 

 

Planning Director Keith Briley answered that a maintenance bond would be put in place for 

protection. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked if there was anyone in the audience that would like to speak. 

 

Keith Briley stated that the applicant needs to have a chance to speak first. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that when an engineer is hired, Keith will need to get with him about 

the bond amount. 
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Alderman Miller stated that we will get with the attorney to make sure we have proper language 

in there. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth, 5293 Getwell Rd, I don’t have anything to add other than to say that the roads 

are city roads. 

 

Alderman Miller asked if Mr Bridgeforth understands what we will require. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth stated I’m not sure if you can attached a maintenance bond .to an existing city 

street. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that if it is a construction route we can. 

 

Kenny Stockton answered yes they can, or you can install a construction entrance. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth stated that we don’t have a location to make a construction entrance.  

 

Kenny Stockton stated we know, you’ll have to bond the streets then. 

 

Gary McElhannon stated that we have repaired a spot on the street, and 2 weeks later it was 

messed up again due to concrete trucks. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth stated that he will get with the applicant. 

 

Susan Gooch Harris, 3550 Bolin Road, stated that her parents own the land adjacent to the St 

Ives property. Mrs. Harris expressed concern for drainage and erosion issues, wanted to confirm 

plans to expand.  Mrs. Harris requested her statement prepared become part of the minutes. 
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Keith Briley stated that the developer is now providing a 60 foot buffer as common open space. 

As far as the grading, construction plans will have to be submitted before any work can begin, 

and we will review them to make sure it isn’t detrimental to surrounding properties. 

 

Susan Gooch Harris asked the difference between a buffer and detention area. 

 

Keith Briley stated that on the proposed plat you have before you the detention basin area in on 

the north border.  Common open space is on the south, is just a common open space.  For section 

D, there is to be a detention area at the southeast corner of the area.   

 

Susan Gooch Harris stated that in the minutes the entire south part of property was going to be 

the detention area.  I still want and answer about the fence. 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked if the fence and drainage are in there. 
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Keith Briley stated that there is no fence on the plat, the City can require that they put language 

about the fence on the plat.  Normally that’s done when construction plans are in place. 

 

Susan Gooch Harris stated that she has it there in the minutes when he is quoted saying he would 

put a fence up.  A cedar wood fence along the property line. 

 

Mayor Ferguson asked if we adopted it. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that we accepted it as it was from the county, so whatever the county 

accepted. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth stated that the City required a hydraulic study be done.  The original plot 

called for 2 lots in the south east corner, after the study was done it changed to a 60 foot buffer 

and there is a detention basin to the North and South. 

 

Alderman Higdon asked what the size was of the detention area. 

 

Barry Bridgegorth stated he wasn’t sure, it should be in the packet you have. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that fencing was required in the original approval.  Mr. Miller asked 

when it came to the City with the hydraulic study, was it mentioned to do away with the fencing?  

 

Kenny Stockton stated that it is still there, I didn’t see anything on the fence. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that he is still kind of new at this, but it seems like we have a lot to work 

out.  One thing is to hire a temporary engineer, figure out the bond. 

 

Barry Bridgeforth stated we are here for a final plat approval, my client accepted all of the 

conditions from the Planning Commission.  What we are here for tonight is if we meet what was 

approved in 2009. 

 

Alderman Miller stated we can raise the issue now or later to require the fencing, we can approve 

the fencing later. 

 

Keith Briley stated that one of the staff’s comments is that the city and developer enter into a 

subdivision development contract.  The fence can be put in the contract, so it is binding.   

Alderman Miller asked when do we put that in there. Since it was there. 

 

Keith Briley stated the contract will follow the final plat approval.  It is my understanding that if 

the fence was in there when we accepted it from the county, then the fence is still in there. 

 

Alderman Miller asked can we approve with recommendations. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that it wasn’t mentioned a month ago. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that it was adopted so it has to be there. 

 

Susan Gooch Harris stated that we pushed for that fence is because my parents are older, they 

don’t go over the entire property all of the time.  We hunt back there and are afraid that kids can 

come over and get into the pond, the well, etc.  There are serious reasons we are pushing for this 

fence.  We are trying to keep them out for their safety.  The subdivision almost borders the entire 

property. He agreed to a fence, he should keep his word.  Also, did he do the basin as he was 

supposed to? 

 

Alderman Hobbs how was it originally zoned again? 

 

Barry Bridgeforth answered R15. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated then it came back to the city in 2009 as a PUD, when we change over, 

we don’t start over correct. 

 

Kenny Stockton answered no, it carries over. 
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Alderman Hobbs asked Mr. Hill about the comment on the fence. 

 

Brian Hill answered that he doesn’t remember about the fence.  If it’s in the minutes, then I said 

it.  When we did the hydraulic study, I went from a 15 foot buffer to a 60 foot buffer.  After the 

study the fence was not drawn in it.  A series of detention basins were along the border, south 

line.  Originally it had 2 additional lots, the study required us to turn those into a detention basin. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that he does remember the drainage plan was better. 

 

Brian Hill stated we used Davey Jones to do the study, I trust him. 

 

Jo Ann Gooch stated that she owns the property.  There is a very dangerous ditch from Jefferson 

to St Ives, it comes into the ditch on my property.  You have to pay attention to what you 

approve.   

Alderman Higdon stated that the fence is the last issue.  We want to be in agreement with what 

the county approved and what the City approved in 2009. 

 

Brian Hill stated if it hasn’t been taken out, I will build the fence. 

 

Mr. Harris stated each time we come up to this, something changes.  We need to stop and think 

before we do anymore.  We have more water problems.  If you said you’d put up a fence, put up 

a fence.  It is a factor.  I have to cut a forge 2 or 3 times a year to get across the ditch now.  I’m 

running out of dirt.  We didn’t have that problem before. 

 

Alderman Miller stated the only thing left is the fence. 

 

 

 Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the application for final plat approval for St. Ives section C – The eastern end of St. Ives 

Drive by Brian Hill with Lifestyle Homes, LLC, with the recommendations from the Planning 

Commission, with hiring a temporary engineer to work with the City Planner to come up with 

the appropriate maintenance bond amount and to check the minutes for the information about the 

fence on the southern side.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman 

Harris, and Alderman Bryant. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  Alderwoman Brooks.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR FINAL PLATT APPROVAL FOR ST. IVES SECTION D – THE 

EASTERN END OF ST. IVES DRIVE – BRIAN HILL WITH LIFESTYLE HOMES, LLC 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the application for Final Plat Approval for St. Ives Section D, the eastern end of St. Ives 

Drive by Brian Hill with Lifestyle Homes, LLC, with the recommendations from the Planning 

Commission, with hiring a temporary engineer to work with the City Planner to come up with 

the appropriate maintenance bond amount and to check the minutes for the information about the 

fence on the southern side.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman 

Bryant, and Alderman Miller.  

 Those voting “Nay”:  Alderwoman Brooks.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 
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AUTHORIZE TO AMEND THE NO SMOKING ORDINANCE 

  

 

Kenny Stockton stated that if you wanted to adopt this draft, it wouldn’t be affective until 30 

days. 

 

Chris Lee, owner of Midsouth Vapors, I have the VaporSmart on McIngvale Rd, asked why are 

you adding e cigs.  There is not evidence that shows it is harmful to others, like second hand 

smoke.  My mother and mother in law both died from cancer.  This is why I started this business.  

The California State and Health department did a study, with extreme conditions, there was 

nothing in the air that was harmful to anyone.  People try to categorize us as the same as tobacco, 

if anything we are anti-tobacco. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we are not banning them in the City, just indoors. 

 

Chris Lee stated that he would like to ask you to leave it up to the businesses, or at least make up 

a provision.  I have 430 flavors in my shop.  People want to try them to figure out what will help 

them get off of cigarettes.  

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked doesn’t it contain nicotine. 

 

Chris Lee answered yes, but nicotine isn’t the harmful substance. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked so how is it helping people quit smoking. 

 

Chris Lee answered first you get off all of the carcinogens, then you start lowering your nicotine 

intake. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated kind of like people who smoke a pack a day, they wean themselves 

off to one cigarette a day. 

Chris Lee answered kind of.  A lot of the problem ith getting off is the habit. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks stated but that doesn’t go away with the vap. 

 

Chis Lee stated exactly. 

 

Alderman Higdon asked why does he have all of the flavors. 

 

Chris Lee answered variety. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated those kids like it right. 

 

Chris Lee stated that no we don’t have any kids.   He is ethical. Kids are going to get it if they 

want it.  We card like anyone else would. 

 

Alderman Harris asked if Mr. Lee can tell him of any restaurants or retail store that allow you to 

smoke inside. 

 

Chris Lee answered no, I can’t. 

 

Alderman Harris stated that we aren’t here to harm your business.  All we are trying to do is tell 

people if you want to smoke, you can go outside. 

 

Chris Lee stated that it is not proven harmful with second hand vapor.  Mr. Lee asked how long 

did the Board study vaping. 

 

Alderman Harris answered that we spent 45 minutes at the last meeting discussing this. 

 

Alderman Hobbs asked who goes in your store. 

 

Chris Lee asked Mr. Hobbs what he meant. 
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Alderman Hobbs stated non-smoking people don’t go in there. 

 

Chris Lee stated no. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated not minors. 

 

Chris Lee stated no.  Mr. Lee said can you at least make an exception. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that I think you should be able to test in their store, but since it is already 

in the ordinance we can’t smoke, I can see why to add it.  Mr. Lee you say that vaping is safe, 

but that gentleman over there is going to say that it is. 

 

Marcus Ross stated that Mr. Lee spoke about the California regulations, the same state also said 

that 10 chemicals are identify in the electronic cigar devices are on the California proposition 65 

list carcinogens and toxins also known as safe drinking water and toxic enforcement act of 1986  

found compounds in the vapor.  It is actually wrongfully being called vapor, vapor was created 

by tobacco companies as a marketing tool.  It is more like an aerosol.  Some chemicals in them 

are formaldehyde, battery acid, embalming fluid, benzine.  It is not vapor, it is aerosol.  It is not 

harmless.  It is a public health issue. They can trigger heart attached, aspirate asthma in elderly 

and young children.  The Surgeon General’s Office said it needs to include e cigarettes in the 

ordinance.   

 

Alderman Hobbs stated if you don’t go in there, it won’t hurt you.  Government should not 

dictate what business should do and not do. 

 

Marcus Ross stated you can’t go into a wine & spirits store and try every flavor of wine or vodka 

in the store.  If you make exceptions for vap shops, where does it stop. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that you made a statement that tobacco companies are spend billions to 

make sure to get the kids, we aren’t saying that this is getting the kids.  Everybody subsides 

somebody.  The business is just asking to be able to do what is legal in their business. 

 

Marcus Ross stated the if exceptions are made, it undercuts the progress of the City.  I don’t 

think them not smoking inside will hurt their businesses.  

 

Alderman Higdon asked why can’t the people go in and get what they want in your shop. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked why do they have to taste it. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that is their prerogative, if they want to try it then they should be able to. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that if you want to create an exception, it will be very narrow, very 

unique, about what they sell and do.  We will have to define what that business can sell.  It 

would have to be strictly enforced, so they can’t get around the ordinance. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that he thinks we shouldn’t regulate businesses.  

 

Alderman Higdon stated that we wouldn’t be stopping them from selling. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that they wouldn’t be allowed to test inside. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated either you do it or not. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we can look around at different ordinances. 

Chris Lee stated that the testers don’t have nicotine in them. 

 

Alderman Higdon asked what about carcinogens. 

 

Chris Lee answered there is 95% less that cigarettes. 
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 Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Bryant to table 

this item until the next Board Meeting, for the attorney to look into the exceptions for vapor 

shops.   A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None.  

ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF THE PARADES, RACES AND EVENTS IN THE CITY 

 

Alderman Harris spoke about information on the parades, races and events that the 

committee has meet on.  Mr. Harris handed out a spreadsheet with information on it about the 

cost to the Board.  Mr. Harris stated that the committee recommends the Long View route.  

There is better control on the cost with that one.  Mr. Harris also went over the application 

process.   

 

Alderman Miller stated that the Long View route takes them away from businesses. 

 

Wade Stark stated that they need to consider another route from Commerce, Mt Pleasant, 

and Parkway.  One subdivision over there only has one way in and one way out.  They need to 

find something else. 

 

Alderman Harris stated that we are trying to fix that issue, they will have to notify 

citizens when they have a race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE AFG GRANT 

 

 

Fire Chief Hubert Jones gave the Board information about the grant.  It will be go toward 

a truck and one for hydraulic tools and air packs. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize the Fire Department to apply for the AFG grant.  A vote was taken with the following 

results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE CONTINUING DISCLOSURE 

ENGAGEMENT LETTER WITH BUTLER SNOW 

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Bryant to 

authorize the Mayor to sign the Continuing Disclosure Engagement Letter with Butler Snow.  A 

vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, and Alderman Hobbs. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  
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DISCUSSION OF FIREWORKS FOR 4TH OF JULY 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that he wants to get donations to help with the firework show. 

 

Alderman Hobbs asked if we know when we want to do it. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that July 4th is on a Wednesday. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated we usually have it on the weekend before.  Mr. Higdon stated that we 

need to decide quickly so they can get the supplies needed. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we need to discuss it with George Reedy, to decide on a date. 

 

Alderman Hobbs asked if there is anyway that we could have it at the Renasant Park. 

 

Mayor answered parking will be an issue. 

 

Alderman Higdon asked if we are putting out a bid request, with the correct size shells.   We 

need to start early.   

 

Mayor Ferguson stated we don’t have to get quotes right Kenny. 

 

Kenny Stockton answered not if it isn’t paid for with city money. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that we will have to bid it out if we don’t have the money secure. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that we don’t have an issue with bidding it out. 

 

Alderwoman Brooks asked who was going to be responsible overseeing this, getting the 

donations. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated Gia could help, maybe the chamber. 

 

Alderman Higdon stated that your assistant, Jessica could help. 

 

Mayor Ferguson answered yes, she could. 

 

Gia Matheny stated that it is difficult to get sponsors for something that large.  I am also trying to 

get sponsors for the Water Tower 10k race right now.  We need to have something to offer them, 

some benefit. 

 

Alderman Higdon asked if we are going to use the same committee as last year. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that it was McLendon and myself. 

 

 

AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO HOST THE 2019 MSA (MS SOCCER ASSOCIATION) 

DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that this is to apply for it.  If they get it, there will be cost 

associated with it. 

 

Alderman Hobbs asked if we know the cost. 

 

Mayor Ferguson answered not at this time. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that with something like that the revenue will offset the cost. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Brooks and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize the City to host the 2019 MSA District Tournament.  A vote was taken with the 

following results: 
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 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, 

Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

FOR ADJUSTMENTS TO WATER AND SEWER BILLS 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that there will be no adjustments for swimming pools, we will 

take that statement out.  Mayor also stated that the policy will become active the date the Board 

approves. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that a customer had a large bill because of a leak, he was away 

from home when it happened.  Mr. Miller asked the Public Works Director about why we don’t 

leave a note when we read the meter and it looks like high usage. 

 

Public Works Director Gary McElhannon answered that we could do that if needed. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that he would caution against a policy.  What if we miss someone.  

I can see problems coming from that. 

 

Public Works Director Gary McElhannon stated most of the time if it looks high, we re-

read it. 

 

Kenny Stockton stated that he wouldn’t do a policy. 

 

Holly McDonald stated that it would be so nice if the City would do that. 

 

Alderman Miller thanked the attorney for getting the AG Opinion on that.  

 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Higdon to 

approve the Public Works Department Policy and Procedures for adjustments to water and sewer 

bills, with necessary changes.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Miller, Alderman Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, 

Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, and Alderman Bryant. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

DISCUSSION OF CIVIL LINK ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

Mayor Ferguson spoke about the Civil Link road improvement program.  It would be a 

plan to get started for road maintenance.   

 

Bree Nolan, Civil Link, stated that this is a road maintenance program.  We ride the roads 

and we have something that acts as a trained eye, videotaping as it goes down the road.  It works 

with the GIS system analyzing and rating the street conditions. We have done this service for 

Southaven and we are hoping to start with Biloxi.  The purpose is to do a maintenance program.  

If you are spending all of your money on the worst roads, you will always be spending all of the 

money on the worst roads.  You won’t be able to catch up and maintain.  

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that he would love for us to get a maintenance plan. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that we see the initial cost, what about 1 year from now. 

 

Dan, Civil Link, stated that they recommend doing the program every 3 years. 

 

Alderman Miller asked it the cost is the initial.  You recommended every 3 years.  It is an 

on going problem. A eyear and half later you do the same thing again 
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Dan stated we will work based off of the initial evaluation improvements, we will get 

input from you on who you want to spend this years money.   

 

Alderman Miller what is the cost to host it, update it. 

 

Dan answered they typical cost is about $2,000 a year, the typical web hosting is an 

hourly cost. 

 

Bree Nolan stated that it is on an hourly basis. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we could update it too. 

 

Dan stated that it is your data after we do this. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that his thought is we do this and we add data, then eventually we 

sill need another evaluation, maybe every 5 to 10 years. 

 

Bree Nolan stated that we would be happy to come back and do a work session with you, 

we could also do a work session on drainage information. 

 

Alderman Hobbs asked if they will do another class at MML. 

 

Bree Nolan answered that they might be able to, not sure yet. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that we need to keep up with the complaints also, we can do that 

with this.  I’d like to have this. 

 

Alderman Hobbs stated that we need to look at putting this in the next budget. 

 

Alderman Miller stated we aren’t putting this in this budget. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that he wanted to take this money from the overlay budget. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that we should prioritize the roads now. 

 

Mayor Ferguson stated that the only way we prioritize is just by looking and arguing 

about it.  Mayor asked Dan how quick can this be done. 

 

Dan answered about 2 months. 

 

Alderman Miller stated that we can do this and parallel what we have been doing. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Hobbs to provide 

the City Engineer a list of streets that we need to work on, and bring those back to the next 

meeting.  A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Higdon, Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, 

Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, and Alderman Miller. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF MUNICIPAL DEPOSITORY BID 

 

Alderman Higdon asked if Renasant was the best bid. 

 

City Clerk Katie Harbin answered if you are only considering the interest rate they will 

pay, then yes. 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Bryant to 

authorize to accept the quote from Renasant Bank for Municipal Depository Services.  A vote 

was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderwoman Brooks, Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, 

Alderman Bryant, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Higdon. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

 

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 

EQUIPMENT WITH DESOTO COUNTY 

 

Police Chief Scott Worsham stated that this is to purchase a bus for prisoner transport. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Higdon and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement for the purchase of equipment with Desoto County.  A 

vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting “Aye”:  Alderman Hobbs, Alderman Harris, Alderman Bryant, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Higdon, and Alderwoman Brooks. 

 Those voting “Nay”: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 6th day of February, 2018  

 

 

 

 

ADJOURN  

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Bryant, seconded by Alderwoman Brooks to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye”. 

                                          

 ____________________________________ 

                 MAYOR TOM FERGUSON  

 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________ 

KATIE HARBIN, CITY CLERK 


